
 

Linacre Common Room 

 

Minutes for the General Meeting held on 23
rd

 January 2013 at 7.30pm 

 

1. Minutes of previous meeting  
The minutes of the previous general meeting were approved as a correct record.  

 

2. Common Room update 
- The President welcomed all new CR Exec members and new students. 

 

- Charities: The CR raised a total of £3649 through charity events during Michaelmas term.   
 

- The majority (£3333) was raised from the Charity Auction of Promises, with £1800 donated 

to TEST for Africa and the money going to support two students for four years.  Keith 

Lloyd thanked the CR on their behaviour, and it is noted that two colleges in Cambridge are 

considering following our example and supporting this charity.  The remaining £1533 went 

to the Against Malaria Foundation. 
 

£255 raised at the SexySubFusc Charity Cloak Room was equally split between Project 

Healthy Children and Welthungerhilfe.  £61 from the Charity Pub Quiz was donated to 

Building Dignity in Peru.  Finally 3850 used stamps were donated to v. Bodelschwingh 

Foundation Bethel. 
 

- Telephones: College has agreed to take telephones out of individual rooms in off-site houses, 

leaving one landline per house.  Rooms on site will be considered at a later date. 
 

- Sports facilities: None of the CR members who responded to last year’s survey were happy 

with the sports facilities at Oriel, which it is proposed that Linacre stop renting.  The Sports 

Secretary is now looking into alternative facilities, perhaps in Iffley Road.  CR members are 

encouraged to contact her and let her know what facilities they would like to use. 
 

Despite worries about the availability of certain Iffley Road facilities, it is understood that 

this is not a problem provided that they are booked in advance. 

 

The Treasurer noted that some of the money saved from renting Oriel sports facilities should 

be put aside in order to rent out those not available in Iffley Road, such as cricket pitches.  

However, given how infrequently most of the Oriel facilities are currently used, there does 

not seem the need for continual rental, as opposed to on an ad hoc basis. 
 

The CR is happy for the Sports Secretary to move forward and look into using Iffley Road 

sports facilities. 
 

3. Ball update 

The InconceivaBall will be held on 22
nd

 June from 9pm until 5am.  The general theme in 1980s and 

early 1990s fantasy films.  CR members are encouraged to buy tickets now – priced at £60 until 9
th
 

March, and £65 thereafter – because the committee will not have funds to spend until money from 



tickets starts to come in.  It is hoped that 300 tickets will be sold – compared to 200 for the last ball 

– which will provide around £18,000 to add to the money already loaned by the CR.  £2000 has 

been spent on security and first aid, and the license is ready.  The website is also live – 

www.linacrecollegeball.co.uk. 

 

Proposed launch events include swing dance lessons, as there will be swing music, and an arts and 

crafts event, given that this will be a masked ball, to encourage CR members to make masks.  Five 

classic fantasy films will also be screened – Willow, Hook, The Princess Bride, Labyrinth and The 

Neverending Story. 

 

CR members are encouraged to spread the word to other members of the university community, as 

it is hoped that non-Linacre members will also attend.  Although the date clashes with the New 

College Commemoration Ball, since that would only be open to current members and alumni, it is 

not anticipated to greatly impact the Linacre Ball. 

 

4. Green Student update 

The Green Student observed that energy consumption has gone up compared to 2010 and 2011, 

although noted that this might not be weather-adjusted and this will be checked.  College is 

committed to reducing carbon dioxide emissions by 40 per cent, and although electricity 

consumption is down but gas consumption has increased.  The best way for CR members to 

contribute is by taking part in the energy-saving competition, which is run in fortnightly blocks – 

the current two week period is focusing on heat reduction.  The prize is organic wine and hot 

chocolate.   

 

Aside from looking at behavioural changes, the Green Student is working with the college to look 

into the possibility of ground-source heating, replacing OC Tanner building lights with LEDs, and 

potentially introducing electricity meters into individual rooms if a cost-effective way to do this is 

found.   

 

It was suggested that, with regard to the centrally controlled heating in college buildings, College 

might look into reducing day time spending on heating when costs are highest. 

 

5. Motion to re-establish the Bradwardine Society 

This motion was postponed until the next CR meeting. 

 

6. Motion to establish the Linacre Games Society 

Logan John Hamilton proposed the motion, seconded by Viola Belohrad, to establish a games 

society, noting that it would bring joy and cheer to the college.  They are not asking the CR for a 

budget at present, but intend to approach the CR for money as and when new games are needed.  

Possible future events include a murder mystery, and monthly games of Lord of the Rings Risk. 

 

A vote was called to approve the motion. 

o In favour: 39 

o Against: 0 

o Abstain: 0 

 The motion passes. 

 

7. Motion for funding a Drama Society production 
Following a successful production of A Structured Panic in Michaelmas term, the Drama Society 

are staging The Last Tutorial - a new murder-mystery play written by Robert Holtom – at the 

Burton-Taylor Theatre in Week 5.  It has a budget of £500, of which £360 has already been secured.  

http://www.linacrecollegeball.co.uk/


Therefore, a motion is proposed by Rebecca Hancock and seconded by Matthew Shepherd, 

requesting £140 from the CR to cover the remaining costs. 

 

They need to sell 103 tickets in order to break even, and it is anticipated that this production will 

provide a profit, meaning that the society no longer needs to approach the CR for funding. 

 

A vote was called to approve the motion. 

o In favour: 34 

o Against: 0 

o Abstain: 0 

 The motion passes. 

 

8. Motion to increase money allocated to buy a new PA system 
Louie Cardone-Noott proposes that the £1000 allocated by the CR last term to buy a new PA 

system be increased to a maximum of £2000 because this will buy a significantly better sound 

system, and this motion is seconded by Sami Jaffar.  This is opposed to the current system which 

requires hiring equipment, at a cost of around £100 for every event.  Although the cost is high, it is 

considered a long-term investment.  Furthermore, the CR might be able to lend or rent out the 

equipment to other colleges, which would also offer a means to recoup the outlaid costs. 

 

It was noted that all money invested in the sound system and contributing to better Linacre events 

which attract non-Linacrites is also an investment in the bar, which made £700 in cash sales at the 

last event.  Since the bar does not make any profit, any money made in this way is put back into the 

CR.  Furthermore, owning our own PA system allows Linacre to put on more spontaneous events, 

rather than having to ensure they do not conflict with events at St Antony’s, from which we 

currently borrow equipment.  The current speakers are heavy and unreliable, but it is understood 

that there will be space to store the new speakers in addition to these, so they can be kept as a 

backup. 

 

However, it is unclear exactly what is being proposed with this motion, and whether the speakers 

are compatible with the existing equipment.  If the CR still needs to borrow an amp and a mixer, it 

negates some of the proposed benefits of buying new equipment.  It was asked if any members of 

the CR have the expertise to judge whether this equipment is worth the money, and Judith Dohr 

suggested sending the technical details to a sound engineer she knows in order to verify this. 

 

As Louie Cardone-Noott was not at the meeting, these questions could not be answered and so, 

following the discussion, a vote was called to postpone the motion until next week. 

o In favour: 28 

o Against: 8 

o Abstain: 3 

 The motion passes, and will be postponed until the next meeting. 

 

9. Hustings for positions of CR Secretary, Treasurer and President 

 

Running for the position of CR Secretary:  

 

Louie Cardone-Noott 

Louie regretted that he could not attend, but submitted a written statement.  He was Social Secretary 

until last term and would like to contribute to the current CR Exec, which he notes is similar to last 

year in being largely composed of first year students.  He would therefore like to bring his 

experience to the position. 

 



Running for the position of CR Treasurer:  

 

Sezgi Goksan 

Sezgi is in her first year of a DPhil in Clinical Neuroscience, so is based in the hospital.  She is 

qualified for the role as half of her undergraduate degree was statistics.  She is reliable and has a 

flexible timetable so can be counted upon to attend meetings in college and answer emails promptly.  

She is also a friendly face, good at budgeting, and keenly aware of the importance of the CR in 

furthering the social life of its members.  She wants to give something back to the CR as she has 

really enjoyed her time here so far.  Her past experience includes being co-treasurer of the Dance 

Society, which involved hiring a venue and selling tickets to a large production. 

 

Amir Fruchtman 

Amir is in the Materials department and has a Masters degree in Physics so is also good with 

numbers.  He wants to be more involved in the CR, and is keen to increase transparency so the CR 

can make informed decisions about budgetary issues. 

 

Both nominees will be available in August – an important time of year for the Treasurer, when the 

new budget is drawn up. 

 

Running for the position of CR President:  

 

Andrew Dansie 

Dansie is originally from Port Lincoln, Australia, and is in Oxford doing a DPhil in Geography and 

the Environment.  Prior to coming here, he worked for a UN thinktank for four years and controlled 

an $8 million budget.  As part of his work he ran teams around the world, so has a lot of experience 

of chairing meetings.  His DPhil is a multi-country project, which will include fieldwork from 

Summer 2014.  He has also spent two years in consultancy, running projects and budgets.  Linacre 

was his first choice college in Oxford because of its environmentally friendly reputation and the fact 

that is it graduate-only.  He feels there is a special sense of belonging in Linacre to which he would 

like to contribute.  He would like to see Linacre become more well-known throughout the university, 

perhaps for its environmental policies from which he believes other colleges can learn. 

 

During his undergraduate study, he held positions of Social Secretary and multicultural 

representative – he enjoys being involved.  In the time he has been at Linacre, he has become 

involved in the Ball Committee as food representative, and is also active in Green Society and 

follows the Drama Society.  The multi-country nature of his DPhil means he can guarantee a quick 

email response to CR members, and is happy to take forward any issues that people raise.  He 

would like to become CR President in order to serve CR members, and would look forward to the 

challenge. 

 

Abdossalam Madkhali 

Salam is running again for CR President because he would like to serve the college even more, and 

feels he has more ideas to take forward.  During a seven-year medical degree in Saudi Arabia, he 

spent his last three years heavily involved in college and events management, also founding the first  

student union-type organisation in the country.  During his first year at Linacre he has tried to 

continue the tradition of being welcoming to all, and is very excited about the new CR Exec.  In 

particular he has tried to push College to adopt an identity and this has involved encouraging a 

redesign of the website, which needs to create a much better first impression of Linacre.  College 

has taken an interest in his ideas, particularly given the falling numbers of applicants to the college, 

and have asked the CR for input during Academic Committee meetings.  He is hoping to have a 

redesigned website and new prospectuses for students and JRFs by the end of the year.  He also 

wants to archive all CR documents, so the passing on of information is more efficient and relies less 



on experienced people being present.  Furthermore, he would like to continue to encourage music, 

drama, arts and sports.  Salam feels that during this year he has learnt the channels one needs to go 

through in order to work in this environment, and would like the opportunity to continue to take up 

the challenge. 

 

Voting opens on Sunday 27
th

 January and closes on Tuesday 29
th

 January.  Voting will be done 

online, using your personalised codes which will be emailed out later this week. 

 

10. Any other business 

- College hoodies are expected to be delivered in the next two weeks, and announcements will 

go out in the Linacre Publicity email. 

 

- The Drama Society’s production, ‘The Last Tutorial,’ will be performed at the Burton 

Taylor Studio Theatre on 12
th

 – 16
th

 February, at 7:30pm.  Tickets can be booked at the 

Oxford Playhouse website: http://www.oxfordplayhouse.com/btsstudent/. 

 

11. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be Wednesday of Week 3 at 7:30pm. 

http://www.oxfordplayhouse.com/btsstudent/

