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This series is the idea and hard work of Linacre alumna, Katja 

Flueckiger, who matriculated in 2011 to do a master degree in      

criminology and criminal justice.  

Four years on, it was time for someone new to look into the booklet 

and update the little details here and there, and as much diligence has  

been taken in order to make sure all links have been updated, all    

numbers are correct, I ask you to think of this book as a general guide, 

not as an absolute reference for Oxford and Linacre affairs. And re-

member: this is NOT a substitute for the Freshers Guide and college 

handbook.  

Working on those edits made us realize how much hard work Katja 

have put into making this booklet, and for that we are eternally    

thankful.  

 

Happy reading! 

Abdossalam Madkhali 



Introduction 

Dear Freshers, 

This guide is for you, but really, it’s also a little bit for us, the old-timers. Year after 

year, we are asked the same questions as freshers start to prepare their move to 

Oxford, and so we thought it would be nice be able to refer you to this document 

instead of repeating ourselves all the time : ). We hope this booklet is useful to you 

and look forward to meeting you all at Linacre very soon! 

Before you start reading, please be aware that while we have put together the infor-

mation in this FAQ to the best of our knowledge, we assume no responsibility or lia-

bility for its accuracy, correctness, or completeness, nor for any damage, loss, injury, 

or inconvenience arising from the use of, or reliance on, the information given here.  

Please always read the emails you receive from Linacre and from the University in-

cluding your department. Also read the Linacre Freshers’ Guide and the Linacre 

Handbook (will be available on the College website), and the information on http://

www.ox.ac.uk/students/new/ (especially the “before you arrive” and “your first few 

weeks” sections). 

         

         Katja Flueckiger 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/new/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/new/
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Housing, Packing, Arriving & Moving In 
 Can you tell me anything about the differences between the Linacre  

houses ? 

The rooms in Griffiths are the newest and have ensuite bathrooms, which none of 

the other ones have. But the rooms are rather small. Most of the other houses have 

larger rooms, though you can also find some smaller (and cheaper) ones. As far as 

kitchens go (on the main site) Bamborough building has smaller kitchens, in OC Tan-

ner kitchens vary according to floor, and Abraham and Griffiths have nice large kitch-

ens.  

The off-site houses are generally more spacious—some of the rooms in the Beech-
es  in Cowley are very large. However, it is a 30-minute walk from the Beeches to the 
main site. The Beeches is convenient for those who often need to be in the Heading-
ton area, and the Bradmore Rd houses are convenient for the education department. 
And it just got renovated.  
 
Regarding noise on the main site, the rooms above the bar, curiously enough, don’t 

seem to suffer from noise as much as the rooms in the other main site buildings. 

Somehow the noise seems to travel vertically. But it’s only a problem a few times a 

year when there are parties, and even then earplugs will do the trick. In Abraham, 

sometimes noise travels up from the gym downstairs.  

 Where are the Linacre houses located ? How far is it to the town centre/

railway station/labs/university departments? 

See http://maps.google.co.uk/maps/ms?
ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=111740738673353386822.000453539c12b5274de1f
&ll=51.755566,-1.24771&spn=0.024919,0.045512&source=embed and http://
www.ox.ac.uk/visitors_friends/maps_and_directions/departments.html  

To give you some idea about walking times: From the Linacre main site to the town 

centre, it’ll take you about 10 minutes to walk. To walk from Linacre to the railway 

station will take you about 25 minutes. It’s a 10- to 15-minute walk from Linacre to 

the Bradmore Rd and Walton St houses and around a 20-minute walk to the Iffley Rd 

houses. There are buses, too, and of course if you cycle, it’ll take far less time.  

 

http://maps.google.co.uk/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=111740738673353386822.000453539c12b5274de1f&ll=51.755566,-1.24771&spn=0.024919,0.045512&source=embed
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=111740738673353386822.000453539c12b5274de1f&ll=51.755566,-1.24771&spn=0.024919,0.045512&source=embed
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=111740738673353386822.000453539c12b5274de1f&ll=51.755566,-1.24771&spn=0.024919,0.045512&source=embed
http://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors_friends/maps_and_directions/departments.html
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What are some good sites to look at if I am looking for out-of-college ac-

commodation? 

Check out https://www.facebook.com/groups/160632823948859/ for private hous-
ing. There are also letting agencies around town. Also check out http://
www.oxfordtenant.com/ For Oxford University (not college) housing, see: http://
www.admin.ox.ac.uk/accommodation/graduate/. Also see http://
www.oxfordstudentpad.co.uk/Home for all types of housing.  

  

What should I bring and what is already there?  

There are irons, ironing boards, hoovers (vacuum cleaners), laundry facilities 
(washing machine and dryer, as well as drying racks) and fully equipped kitchens in 
all houses. However, you might want to bring your own dishes, cutlery, crockery and 
pans if you don’t want to rely on the ones that are already in the kitchens (usually, a 
rather haphazard collection of stuff left by former students). The rooms are all fully 
furnished. In case you want to bring additional furniture or electronic equipment, 
note that you have to get permission for any additional furnishings from the accom-
modations office and that electronic equipment might have to be tested before you 
are allowed to use it in your room. Contact Rebecca Waterman  for more information 
(accommodation@linacre.ox.ac.uk).  

Bedding (thin duvet, small pillow, sheet, mattress protection, duvet cover, pillow 
cover) can be bought second-hand or new from Linacre (also contact Rebecca  for 
more information – she will send out information about this to all Freshers’ in any 
case). Or you can bring/buy your own. You need to bring your own towels. Note that 
you are not allowed to have any candles in your room, whether you would actually 
like to light them or not. There are lots of desktop computers, printers and scanners 
available in the Linacre library. You can get your own computer registered so you can 
send print jobs to the library printers (as long as you are on the university network). 
As far as clothes…. be prepared for all kinds of weather and definitely bring or buy 
rain gear (rain coat, umbrella, rain boots or at least some water-proof shoes, and 
even rain trousers if you want to cycle). The average minimum temperatures in win-
ter are around 1 or 2 degrees Celsius (34-36 degrees Fahrenheit) and the average 
maximum temperatures in summer are 20-21 degrees Celsius (69-70 degrees Fahren-
heit). In winter, the temperatures will rarely go below -10 Celsius at night, and they  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/160632823948859/
http://www.oxfordtenant.com/
http://www.oxfordtenant.com/
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/accommodation/graduate/
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/accommodation/graduate/
http://www.oxfordstudentpad.co.uk/Home
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will rarely go above 15 Celsius during the day. In summer, the temperatures can go 

up to 30 during the day, but they can also hover at only 15 or 18, and they will go 

down to around 10-15 during most nights. While the winter temperatures might 

sound very cold, Oxford is small enough that one doesn't need to spend much time 

outside of the heated interiors of buildings. 

Jumble sale 

There will be a jumble sale during Freshers’ Week at Linacre, during which the Lina-

cre GreenSoc will sell donated items at extremely low prices, such as stationery, 

books, clothes, sports equipment, bicycle helmets, games, small furniture (lamps, 

bookcases), small appliances (kettles), etc, etc. The proceeds will go towards the 

Green Student scholarship.  

  

When is the best time to arrive? 

That depends on when your programme starts. It is always a good idea to be there 

right from the beginning of your programme, so you don’t miss any introductory 

events, and probably even to arrive a couple of days before it starts to sort every-

thing out. Linacre Freshers’ Week is from 4 October to 10 October, and it would be 

great to have you there then!  

  

How can I get to Linacre on the day of my arrival? Where should I go first? 

What time should I arrive? 

If you arrive from Heathrow or Gatwick, probably the easiest way to get to Linacre is 

to take the airline bus (http://airline.oxfordbus.co.uk/). It leaves from the  Heathrow 

Central Bus Station connected to Terminals 1, 2 and 3 and from Terminal 5. If you 

arrive at Terminal 4, you can get a free bus to Terminal 5 (buses 482 and 490, make 

sure you take the one going in the right direction). From Gatwick, it leaves from the 

South and North Terminals. You can get a ticket online (http://www.theairline.info/

main.php?page_id=68, must be booked by 4pm British time the day before travel) or 

get one from the bus driver (cash only). Get off at High Street/Queens Lane if you 

want to walk to Linacre (about a 10- to 15-min walk, along Long Wall, which becomes 

St Cross Road – initially stay on the side of Long Wall that you’re on if you are coming  



from the bus stop, and only cross at the pedestrian crossing with the flashing amber 

beacon, especially if you have suitcases), or go all the way to the terminus, which is 

Gloucester Green (pronounced Gloster Green), where you can take a taxi (behind the 

bus station), if you have too much luggage to carry. A taxi from Gloucester Green to 

Linacre will be around £6.50. 

From all London airports, there are buses and trains into London. In London, trains to 

Oxford leave from Paddington station. From Luton, you can also take a direct bus to 

Oxford.  

In case you arrive by train, Linacre is a good 20- or 25-minute walk from the train 

station. There are buses, but they only go to the town centre, not directly to Linacre, 

so you’d still have to walk at least 10 minutes. So it’s probably best to take a taxi 

from the station (also about £6.50). 

When you are here, announce yourself at reception (you should arrive by 10:45 pm 

latest), and you will get your rental agreement and keys (once you sign the agree-

ment). Please let Rebecca  (accommodation@linacre.ox.ac.uk) know in advance what 

day and time you plan to arrive! 

Can I use a TV in my room? 

If you want to use a TV in your room, tell Rebecca(accommodation@linacre.ox.ac.uk) 

first. You will have to pay the licence fee (currently £145.50 a year) to use it legally. 

You also have to pay a licence fee to watch live streaming events on the internet.  

See http://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/check-if-you-need-one/for-your-home/students-

aud1/?WT.mc_id=r107#questions  

However, there is no need for a licence if you are watching TV on demand using BBC 

iPlayer, ITV player, 4 on Demand, or equivalent services on the internet, as long as it 

isn’t live. Most of these keep their programmes up to one week past the original 

broadcasting date.  

There are two TVs in the Linacre common areas, one in the CR and one in the small 

CR. The one in the small CR can be booked if you want to watch a specific pro-

gramme. You can also pay around £5 or £6 per month to subscribe to Netflix or 

LOVEFilm, which both allow you to watch many TV shows legally without the need 

for a licence. 

mailto:accommodation@linacre.ox.ac.uk
http://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/check-if-you-need-one/for-your-home/students-aud1/?WT.mc_id=r107#questions
http://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/check-if-you-need-one/for-your-home/students-aud1/?WT.mc_id=r107#questions


Will my room be cleaned by a cleaner?  

Most of the rooms will be cleaned about once a term. The ensuite bathrooms in 

Griffiths are cleaned once a week, but not the rooms. The student bathrooms in the 

other houses are cleaned by Linacre staff.  

  

What is the guest policy? Does Linacre have guest rooms?  

The official policy is that you can have guests in your room for up to three nights per 

term. You can book a fold-out bed with or without bedding for free if you need one 

(they can be booked through a sign-up sheet in every house). You can also book the 

double guest room in the OC Tanner building (contact: reception@linacre.ox.ac.uk ). 

The guest room is £40 per night for one person and £60 for two people (http://

www.linacre.ox.ac.uk/facilities/guest-room) and they include breakfast. If the guest 

room is fully booked and you are looking for accommodation for guests, consider 

asking Rebecca if any of the student rooms are free. Also check out http://

www.oxfordrooms.co.uk/ (for accommodation in Oxford colleges) and http://

www.club.ox.ac.uk/component/content/category/4?layout=blog (for accommoda-

tion in the Oxford University Club, which is five minutes from Linacre). The Richmond 

Hotel also has good deals (it’s in Jericho, about 15 minutes from Linacre): http://

www.the-richmond-oxford.co.uk/ 

  

Can you recommend shipping or storage companies? 

http://www.studentstoragebox.co.uk/ is a shipping and storage company run by Ox-

ford students. Others include www.packsend.co.uk, www.sswstudentservices.com, 

www.mbesummertown.co.uk and www.mbeheadington.co.uk and http://

www.globalthreesixty.co.uk/. None of these come specifically recommended or not 

recommended. Full-time students can rent crates to store belongings at Linacre 

while they are away (£5 per week). Priority is given to students away on fieldwork. 

Please contact Rebecca  (accommodation@linacre.ox.ac.uk) for this.  

  

https://owa.nexus.ox.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=cxoNwUIQDkmUtOajvwjdpniL8O5PudIIXJjeS3NYJFK-khSRfcdh2TdvnI9MHaGlxoNlSDSFCow.&URL=mailto%3areception%40linacre.ox.ac.uk
http://www.oxfordrooms.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordrooms.co.uk/
http://www.club.ox.ac.uk/component/content/category/4?layout=blog
http://www.club.ox.ac.uk/component/content/category/4?layout=blog
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What are the residency requirements? What if I need to travel for research/

field work? 

If you are doing a one-year course, you will have to reside within 25 miles of the Ox-

ford Carfax tower for three terms. If you are doing a two-, three-, or four-year 

course, the residency requirement is six terms. Field work and research trips can be 

counted towards the residency requirement.  
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Food Matters  

When is the Linacre dining hall open? Do you have formal meals every day? 

How do guest nights work?  

The Linacre dining hall is open for lunch and dinner from Monday to Friday almost all 

year, with the exception of breaks around Christmas and for a couple of weeks each 

during the spring and summer. Lunch is served from 12:15pm to 1:30pm and dinner 

is served from 6:45pm to 7:30pm. There is a selection of five to six dishes, a salad 

bar, a hot bar with sides (usually potatoes in some form and several vegetables), and 

desserts (see below for dietary requirements). You can pay with your bod card 

(which you will get soon after arrival) or cash. See (http://www.linacre.ox.ac.uk/

facilities/college-dining-room/guest-night-prices-and-menus) 

 for information on formal hall/guest nights. On nights when there is a formal guest 

night, the dining hall also serves a normal meal from 6pm-6:30pm. During normal 

hall, you can wear whatever you want.  

  

Where can I get food when the dining hall is closed?  

There are several supermarkets and grocery stores in the town centre and in Sum-

mertown and Cowley (Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Marks and Spencer, Co-op, etc.). In Jericho, 

there’s only a small Co-op. One very popular spot is the Alternative Tuck Shop , on 

the corner of Holywell Street and Mainsfield Road, which does sandwiches, wraps, 

panini, etc. You can also get breakfast, lunch and dinner at the University Club on 

Mansfield Road (during the week) and at some of the other colleges. Some college 

halls are also open for brunch on weekends (New College is popular). For late-night 

munchies, there are several food trucks on High Street, Broad Street and Woodstock 

Road. For food delivery, check out http://www.just-eat.co.uk/oxford-takeaway and 

https://deliveroo.co.uk/ . Linacre has drinks vending machines on the OC Tanner 

ground floor. University Department cafeterias are mostly only open on weekdays. 

The Linacre bar sells a few food items (crisps, cereal bars, chocolate bars, nuts etc.) 

and is open during lunch (12pm-2pm on weekdays) and in the evening (6pm-11pm 

on weekdays, 7pm-11pm on weekends).  



Does the Linacre Dining Hall cater to people with special diets? What about 

food allergies? 

The dining hall offers at least two vegetarian dishes for every meal; usually one of 

them is vegan. Friday evening meals are all vegetarian (and usually one or two of 

them vegan). None of the dining hall meals can be guaranteed to be kosher. You can 

buy kosher food from justkosher.co.uk and you get also get kosher food at the Jewish 

Slager Centre on 61 George St. The meat at Linacre’s dining hall isn’t guaranteed to 

be halal and some of the dishes may contain alcohol. If you have any food allergies, 

please contact the Food Rep (food@linacre.ox.ac.uk) or speak to the chefs directly! 

 

What is the dress code for guest night dinners and informal guest night dinners? 

During guests night dinner, college members are expected to dress smartly and put 

on their gowns. No gown is required for guests. During informal guests night dinners 

held on Tuesday of odd weeks, it is a more informal affair and smart casual. Signing 

up for dinners can be done via emailing Jo Whitfield, or at the sign up sheet near the 

dining hall.  
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Shopping  

So I’ve arrived and moved into my room and got food, but I need hangers, 

pens, soap, etc.  

Dailyinfo.co.uk is an excellent source of information to find shops and many other 

things in Oxford. Boswell & Co. on Broad Street is a department store with great pric-

es that will come in handy for a lot of things you might need right after you arrive, 

and they have a student discount, so don’t forget your bodcard! If you want to go a 

little more upmarket, try Debenhams on the corner of George Street and Magdalen 

Street. There is also an Argos store on New Inn Hall Street (At Argos, you either pre-

order online for pick-up at the store or you choose your items from a catalogue at 

the store. The products themselves are not displayed in the store.) Also, don’t forget 

the Linacre GreenSoc jumble sale (see above)! For organic and environmentally 

friendly food and household items, you can try Uhuru on Cowley Road. For more info 

on ethical shopping, see the notice board in the OC Tanner building staircase that 

leads from the kitchen to the CR. 
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College and Social Life 

What is the CR? 

The Common Room (CR) is both an institution composed of all Linacre members as 

well as a physical space where all students and fellows can hang out and where our 

bar is located. Most colleges (at least those that also have undergraduate students) 

have separate common rooms for undergraduates, graduates and fellows. Linacre’s 

CR is open to all Linacre members. Every full Linacre member can vote on motions 

during the CR meetings (which usually take place twice a term) and in the CR elec-

tions for the CR Executive Committee.  

We actually have two physical common rooms – both are in the OC Tanner building. 

The big one is where our bar is located and also has a TV corner, darts, foosball and 

board games. The bar in the big CR is open from 12pm-2pm (12h-14h) and 6pm-

11pm (18h-23h) on weekdays and from 7pm-11pm (19h-23h) on Saturdays and Sun-

days. The small CR has a TV and DVD player and can be booked for small events. It is 

reserved for quiet reading from 12h (12pm) to 14h (2pm) during weekdays. 

  

What are Freshers’ Week and Freshers’ Fair?  

There is a university-wide OUSU Freshers’ Fair, which takes place from Wednesday 7 

to Friday 9  October 2015. Each college is allocated a few hours on one of the days 

when their students can access the fair (this year the Linacre slot is 1100-1200 on 

Wednesday, 7th October). All the OU clubs and societies have stalls at the fair, and 

you can sign up to become a member or simply for their mailing lists and also get 

loads of (more or less useful) goodies.  

During the Linacre Freshers’ Week (4-10 October 2015, nought week), we are organ-

ising a host of events and outings for all the freshers. The schedule will be available 

soon – check out the facebook group! Linacre also has its own College Freshers’ Fair 

during this week, during which the jumble sale is organised and all Linacre societies 

present themselves.  



What kind of sports is available at Linacre and the university? 

Linacre has an excellent gym, which is free and can be used by all Linacre members 

(guests can only attend if accompanied by a Linacre member). Contact 

gym@linacre.ox.ac.uk for the mandatory introductory session. 

 

 The gym is open 24/7 and is located in the basement of the Abraham building.  

Linacre also has some sports equipment you can borrow. For more information on 

this and on other sports facilities, contact the Sports and Recreation Secretary: 

cr.sport@linacre.ox.ac.uk. See http://commonroom.linacre.ox.ac.uk/Societies for 

Linacre sports societies. Also check out the facebook group, where sports events will 

normally be announced. For university sports, see http://www.sport.ox.ac.uk/ 

  

What other societies are there at Linacre? 

See http://commonroom.linacre.ox.ac.uk/Societies 

 Is it worth joining the Oxford Union?  

First of all, be aware that the Oxford Union is a debating society and a club that 

offers lectures and other events, not a student union. The official Oxford student 

union is the OUSU. OUSU membership if free, and you are automatically a member 

as a student, unless you choose to opt out. For the Oxford Union, see http://

www.oxford-union.org/joining/membership_forms for membership fees. You can 

only go to their events if you are a member or accompanied by a member. A few 

Linacrites have joined the Oxford Union and have made the most of their offerings, 

but others have paid the membership fee and never used it. So it’s best to check out 

their programme when you arrive before deciding whether you really want to join.  

I am coming with my partners/family. Are there events for partners and/or 

kids?  

We have several events especially for partners as well as for families during the year, 

but of course your family is welcome at all events (depending on the age of the kids 

of course).  

  

mailto:gym@linacre.ox.ac.uk
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My partner wants to take English classes. What is available?  

See http://www.lang.ox.ac.uk/courses/english.html#eligibility 

  

What if I want to organise an event? How can I book rooms? 

You can book the small CR by signing up on the calendar that is underneath the TV. 
For bigger events, please contact Jo Whitfield (principal.secretary@linacre.ox.ac.uk) 
and also inform the CR President, the Junior Dean, and the Bar Manager (if applica-
ble). If you want your event to be on the Linacre Term Card, inform the Social Secre-
taries as soon as possible. To advertise your event, use the facebook group and write 
an email to the Publicity Officer.  

To find out about all the events going on at Linacre, check out the Term Card (http://

commonroom.linacre.ox.ac.uk/Termcard) and the black board outside the big CR.  

  

 

mailto:principal.secretary@linacre.ox.ac.uk
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Mobile Phones, Mail & Post 

 What kind of mobile phone provider and plan should I get?  

The main issue is network coverage, which can be spotty all over Oxford. Here’s 
some guidance to what works where in Linacre : 
O2 and giffgaff: good in all main site buildings, Bradmore Road, 105 Banbury, Walton 

St and the Beeches.  

Orange: good in Griffiths 

Vodaphone: some people say it works great on the main site, others have had prob-

lems…   

3: seems to be good, but this is based on second-hand knowledge 

T-mobile: doesn’t work in Grifiths or OC Tanner. Fine in Bamborough and Abraham 

Virgin: bad in Griffiths and OC Tanner 

All networks except for O2/giffgaff seem to have problems in the Beeches. 

  

 Will my overseas phone work in the UK?  

As long as you have a GSM phone that works with at least the 900 and/or 1800 Mhz 

frequencies, you should be fine. If you are from North America, check that you have 

at least a tri-band, because the dual band phones used in the US and Canada (and 

some South American countries) will not work in the UK.  

 

Plan or prepaid? 

If you want a plan, you might have to pay a security fee. A UK credit card, other docu-

mentation (bank account, college letter) and your own charm might all work to cir-

cumvent that requirement. If you still have to pay the fee, you might at least be able 

to apply it towards your monthly bill after a while.  

Many people have had good experiences with giffgaff, including for iPhones. It uses 
the same network as O2, but offers a very simple, hassle-free, pre-paid service, with-
out any complicated contracts at extremely advantageous rates: www.giffgaff.co.uk 
You will need a phone, though, as they only provide the SIM card.  

http://www.giffgaff.co.uk


How can I get parcels and packages delivered to my room? What is the ad-

dress to use? What if I live offsite or in private accommodation?  

Parcels and packages are delivered to the Linacre reception if you indicate the col-

lege address. Letters will be placed in your pigeon hole next to the reception. If you 

get a parcel or package, you will get a green slip in your pidge letting you know you 

can pick it up at reception. You can pick up parcels and packages from reception eve-

ry day from 8:30am to 11pm (i.e., whenever the lodge is open). The Linacre postal 

address is Linacre College, St Cross Road, Oxford, Oxon, OX1 3JA, United Kingdom. 

You only have to add your name, not your room number or house. If you live off-site 

or in private accommodation, you will still have a pigeon hole at Linacre. You could 

have parcels or packages delivered to these houses directly, but it might be safer to 

have them delivered to Linacre (and there will always be someone to sign for them 

there). If you are at Linacre with a partner, let the reception know their name. If their 

name is not known to reception, post for them will be returned to the sender! 
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Library, IT & Study Facilities  

What are the IT and library facilities at Linacre?  

The Linacre library offers a mix of reference works and core textbooks (which can be 

checked out) and non-academic reading material (book swap), as well as quiet study 

places and a study room that can be booked ahead for group work. Student desktop 

computers are also located in the library. They currently only run Windows and come 

with software packages including SPSS, R and NVivo. There are also printers and 

scanners available (in the main library and on the top floor of OC Tanner). Printing is 

4p/page for single-sided and 6p/page for  double-sided, regardless of whether colour 

or B&W . Billing will be done via your battels (see below). Scanning is free. There are 

no photocopying machines available for the students. If you need a copy of some-

thing, scan and then print it. If you need to fax something, you can do so at the re-

ception for a fee. The fax machines are only available from 8:30am to 4:30pm Mon-

day to Friday. The library is open 24/7 every day of the year. Linacre has subscrip-

tions to several newspapers and magazines (the main UK dailies and a selection of 

foreign ones). You will find the newspapers in the CR and small CR, and the maga-

zines are divided between the CR and the library.  

  

Is there Wi-Fi in the rooms? 

Wi-Fi is available just about everywhere, including nearly all student rooms . All stu-

dent rooms have Ethernet connections. One of the first things you should do when 

you arrive at Linacre is to go see our IT team (top floor of the OC Tanner building) to 

have your laptop registered so you can use the University network, and Wi-Fi. Part-

ners can get their computers registered with Linacre so they also have access to the 

university network and Wi-Fi.  

  

What study facilities are available?  

If you don’t want to study in your room or at your department, you can use the Lina-

cre library. You might also be able to book a study room in the Abraham building. See 

http://www.linacre.ox.ac.uk/facilities/study-rooms . You will also have access to 

plenty of the other Oxford University libraries with your bod card. If you live off site, 

you can get a locker at the main site; enquire at the lodge.  
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Emergencies, Welfare & Support 

Whom should I contact in the event of an emergency?  

If the reception is open (8:30am to 11pm), call them (01865 271650) or go there in 

person. If it’s after hours, call the duty phone (07837 142095) and either the Junior 

Dean or one of the Senior Residents will assist you. To call the police, fire department 

or ambulance in case of emergencies, call 999.  

  

What kind of welfare support is there?  

There is plenty of welfare support in college, your department and the university 

overall. See http://www.linacre.ox.ac.uk/current-members/common-room/student-

welfare, http://www.linacre.ox.ac.uk/handbook/welfare , and http://www.ox.ac.uk/

students/shw/ 

Linacre has a Welfare Officer, whose main role is to offer advice and support to stu-

dents. You will also be assigned two college “parents”—fellow Linacre students you 

can get in touch with informally if you have questions or need advice, especially in 

your first few months at Linacre. Linacre has also recently implemented a peer sup-

port network. Contact cr.welfare@linacre.ox.ac.uk for details.  

If you need someone to talk during night time, call Nightline (01865 270270 from 

your mobile, 70270 from your Linacre landline or any other Oxford University 

phone). This service is available during term only. See http://users.ox.ac.uk/

~nightln/. 

  

Are there facilities for me to pray? Does Linacre have pastoral support? 

Linacre does not have a chapel, but there are plenty of chapels in other colleges that 

will happily welcome you. There is Muslim prayer room in the Robert Hooke Building 

on Parks Road. For updates about the prayer times and Juma’a prayers, sign up to 

the mailing list of the Islamic Society.   

http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/shw/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/shw/
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~nightln/
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~nightln/


I have a disability. Can Linacre cater to my needs? Is Linacre wheelchair ac-

cessible? 

Linacre is wheelchair accessible. For information, advice and guidance on disabilities 
in general, see http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/shw/das/ Linacre’s disability advisor is 
Dr Catherine Walter (catherine.walter@linacre.ox.ac.uk) Please let her and the disa-
bility advisory service know of any disability, so they can support you and meet your 
needs! Linacre’s disability equality scheme can be found here: http://
www.linacre.ox.ac.uk/About/Policies  

 

How LGBTQ-friendly is Linacre? 

Very! We are proud to have been one of the colleges to fly the rainbow flag during 
Oxford LGBT history month. We have a very active LGBTQ Representative 
(lgbtq@linacre.ox.ac.uk) and our Welfare and Equalities Officer 
(cr.welfare@linacre.ox.ac.uk) is also here to ensure that everybody is welcome at 
Linacre! The LGBTQ Rep organises several events each year.  

http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/shw/das/
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Money Matters  

How will I be able to pay my bills and rent? When do I need to do so? 

Each month, you will get your battels, which is basically the monthly bill of what you 

owe Linacre for rent, dining hall consumption, bar purchases, printing charges, etc. 

You can pay cash, with debit card, or with credit card at the reception (only till 

4:30pm on weekdays) or via bank transfer (preferred method). You will need to pay 

the bill within one month.  

  

Should I open a UK bank account? If so, with which bank? What do I need in 

terms of documentation? 

Some people do, some don’t. It is probably a good idea to open an account if you are 
planning to work here so salaries can then be paid directly into your account and you 
don’t have to deal with cashing cheques. Having a UK debit or credit card is also very 
helpful for online purchases, and with a UK debit card you can get cash without pay-
ing a fee from ATMs. This site provides an overview of the major high street banks 
and the accounts they offer to international students: http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/
student/bank_account.php Also consider opening an account with the Co-operative 
Bank (the most ethical bank in the UK), which is not listed on the site. Their website 
is www.co-operativebank.co.uk, and they also offer an online-only account: http://
www.smile.co.uk/). In terms of documentation, you will probably need at least your 
passport and your enrolment certificate stamped, signed and dated by the College 
Secretary, Jackie Favarin, but always check with the bank what exactly they need as 
each bank has different requirements. If at all possible, avoid getting debit cards that 
charge a monthly fee!  
  

Are there opportunities to work at Linacre? 

You can work as a porter at the lodge or as a bartender. Contact Carryn Yong (the 
head porter, carryn.yong@linacre.ox.ac.uk) or Aidan Robinson (the bar manager, 
aidan.robinson@linacre.ox.ac.uk) for more information.  For information about 
working in the UK as an international student in general, see http://
www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/working_during.php 

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/bank_account.php
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/bank_account.php
http://www.co-operativebank.co.uk


What kind of insurance do I need?  

As an Oxford University student studying full-time for six months or more, you are 

normally covered under the National Health Service (NHS). For more information on 

health insurance, see http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/shw/health/doctors/ and 

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/info_sheets/keeping_healthy.php .You will have 

to register with a GP (general practioner / family doctor). The Linacre doctors are all 

at the 19 Beaumont Street surgery (http://www.19beaumontstreet.com/) although 

you can also choose any other GP of your choice. You should return the registration 

forms to them before you arrive . For dental care, see www.studental.co.uk  

Your belongings are covered under Linacre’s property insurance if you stay in Linacre 

accommodation, but only inside your room, so you might want to look into extra 

coverage if you have expensive items and to insure items you take outside of your 

room. The Linacre property insurance scheme also covers personal and tenant liabil-

ity. For more details: http://www.linacre.ox.ac.uk/handbook/safety-and-security 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/shw/health/doctors/
http://www.19beaumontstreet.com/
http://www.studental.co.uk
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Green Linacre  

What is so green about Linacre? How can I get involved? 

The college has set a carbon-emission-reduction target and is the first Oxford College 
to have been granted fair-trade status. We do a lot of recycling, we have solar pan-
els, and we have invested in Cultivate (www.cultivateoxford.org). And we have two 
Green Students, an Environmental Officer and a Green Society! For more infor-
mation, see http://www.linacre.ox.ac.uk/common_room/societies/linacre-green-
society. Once it is up online, the new Freshers’ Guide will also have plenty of infor-
mation on all things Green in Linacre, and you will receive practical information on 
recycling in your welcome pack when you arrive.  To join GreenSoc, write to 
green@linacre.ox.ac.uk or sign up at the Freshers’ Fair! 

  

mailto:green@linacre.ox.ac.uk
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Transport and Getting Around  

 For information on how to get to Linacre on your initial arrival, see the section 

above on “Housing, Packing, Arriving & Moving In” 

  

Do I need to / should I bring a car?  

The vast majority of Linacre students do not have a car in Oxford. It is really not 

needed unless you have to regularly go to, say, a lab outside of Oxford or plan on 

making a lot of trips to the countryside not easily accessible by public transport 

(though most places you can get to by train and bus).  

  

Is car parking available?  

You can only park your car at the Linacre main site from 4:30pm to 8:00am on week-

days (during the day, the parking is used by Linacre staff). On some nights, you can-

not use the parking at Linacre at all. There is car parking available at the Bradmore 

and Banbury Houses. At the Beeches, there is free road parking. 

  

Will my driver’s licence be valid in the UK? 

If you have an EEA (EU, Norway and Lichtenstein) driver’s licence, this will be valid in 

the UK. If you have a driver’s licence issued by another country, you can still use it for 

12 months. After 12 months, you will either have to exchange it for a British licence 

or you will have to take the necessary tests to get a British licence. See http://

www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/info_sheets/driving.php for more information. 

  

What is public transport like in Oxford? 

There are buses in the town centre and running up to Jericho and Summertown and 

to Cowley and Headington. See http://www.oxfordbus.co.uk/. Most times, you won’t 

need to take a bus, unless you live in Headington, far on Cowley or in Summertown 

and don’t have a bike.  

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/info_sheets/driving.php
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/info_sheets/driving.php
http://www.oxfordbus.co.uk/


Can I hail cabs in the street? If not, where/how can I find a taxi? 

You can only hail black cabs, not the private hire cars, in the street. The black cabs 

are distinct-looking, with rounded corners and a high roof, like the cabs in London. If 

you can’t find one in the street, you can go to the cab stands on St. Giles, next to the 

Carfax Tower, at Gloucester Green (behind the bus station), and in front of the rail-

way station. Private hire vehicles have to be booked in advance (despite their name, 

they are taxis, not rental cars). Here are the numbers of a few of the taxi companies 

in Oxford, which all also offer private hire cars: ABC Taxis: 01865 770077 / 01865 

775577; Botley Taxis: 01865 423264 / 07866 423264; 001 Taxis: 01865 240000; A2B 

Cars: 01865 766666 / 01865 477477; RadioTaxis: 01865 242424 / 01865 249743; 

Royal Cars: 01865 777333; Oxford Cars: 01865 406070 / 01865 406080; Elite Cars: 

01865 250500; Star Cars: 01865 777695 

  

How can I best get to London?  

You can take a train or a bus. The train takes about an hour. See 

www.nationalrail.co.uk for tickets. Tickets are cheaper if booked early and are much 

cheaper off-peak or even off-off-peak. Train tickets can be bought online but need to 

be printed at the railway station.  If you are taking trains just a few times a year, con-

sider buying a railcard (16-25 railcard, although if you are a full time student you can 

get it also if you are older than 25. You will need to get Jackie Favarin to sign the ap-

plication form in that case). See http://www.16-25railcard.co.uk/ or get an applica-

tion form from the railway station. For buses to London, see http://

www.oxfordtube.com/, http://www.oxfordbus.co.uk/main.php?page_id=261, http://

uk.megabus.com/, and http://www.nationalexpress.com/home.aspx Buses will take 

around 100 minutes and longer during rush hours. If you know in advance when you 

want to leave/return to Oxford, you can book bus tickets at significantly reduced 

prices (as little as £1 each way!) through booking via http://uk.megabus.com/.  

  

Should I bring / get a bike? Where can I get one?  

Having a bike is definitely a good idea in Oxford, especially since there are no buses 

going to and from Linacre. Check out the Linacre facebook group regularly for people 

wanting to sell their bike. We will also have a bike auction at the beginning of  

http://www.botleytaxis.co.uk
http://www.001taxis.com
http://www.a2boxfordtaxi.co.uk/
http://www.a2boxfordtaxi.co.uk/
http://www.radiotaxisoxford.co.uk
http://www.royal-cars.com
http://www.oxfordcars.co.uk
http://www.elitecarsoxford.co.uk/
http://www.starcarsoxford.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk
http://www.16-25railcard.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordtube.com/
http://www.oxfordtube.com/
http://www.oxfordbus.co.uk/main.php?page_id=261
http://www.nationalexpress.com/home.aspx
http://uk.megabus.com/


Michaelmas term with bikes that were left abandoned at college. These tend to be in 

various states and some will need considerable repair, but you might get one for as 

little as one pound!  

You can get new and second-hand bikes at various bike shops in town. Here are a 
few: Beelinebicycles.co.uk, cycloanalysts.com, bikezoneoxford.co.uk, ox-
fordcycleworkshop.org.uk, and check out http://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/guide/
shopping/bicycles.html for more. Cycle King on Cowley Road (cycleking.co.uk) is not 
recommended. There are also second-hand bike fairs in town during Michaelmas 
term. Avoid buying a bike from anyone approaching you in the streets. You can al-
most be guaranteed that that bike was stolen from someone. Also invest in one or 
two good locks (D-shaped locks are best) and always, always lock your bike! The Lina-
cre main site has bike parking spaces outside the OC Tanner building and in the bike 
shed below OC Tanner.  
  

What about bike repairs? 

There are several bike mechanics available close to Linacre (almost) every Wednes-
day (Oxford mobile bicycle repairs, OMBR) and on the first and third Tuesday of eve-
ry month (Oxford Bicycle Company, OBC). See http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/estates/
travel/cyclingandwalking/mobilemechanic/. Bring your bod card! The OBC also sells 
recycled bikes. See http://oxfordbicyclecompany.co.uk/ 
The bike shops in town obviously also do repairs. For minor repairs, or in case you 

are really good at it yourself, we have some tools in the wall cabinet in the bike shed 

(underneath the OC Tanner building). You can get the key for the cabinet at recep-

tion. Also check out the broken spoke bike co-op (http://bsbcoop.org/), which has 

workshops and courses teaching people how to ride and repair bikes.   

 Can I travel to other European countries on my UK visa? 

Not necessarily. The UK is not a party to the Schengen agreement, thus you might 

have to get a Schengen visa for travelling to many other European countries. See 

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/immigration.php#travel_Europe 

http://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/guide/shopping/bicycles.html
http://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/guide/shopping/bicycles.html
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/estates/travel/cyclingandwalking/mobilemechanic/
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/estates/travel/cyclingandwalking/mobilemechanic/
http://bsbcoop.org/
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Clothing 

What kind of clothes do I need for Oxford weather? 

See above under “What do I need to bring?” 

  

Where can I have my clothes dry-cleaned and tailored or altered? 

For dry cleaning, see www.dailyinfo.co.uk/oxford/guide/launderettes-and-dry-

cleaners. The one closest to Linacre is probably Johnson Cleaners on Woodstock 

Road.  

For tailoring/alterations, try Lenie Revival on St. Clement’s Street, especially if it’s 

something a little more involved than just shortening trousers. Nasrin of http://

www.dress-alteration.com/ has good online reviews, but it’s a little out of town. 

Simply Sewing on High Street seems to have high prices and not very good reviews. 

For simple alterations, you can ask at the dry cleaner’s if they can do it (you might 

have to pin the clothes yourself).  

In case you want to sew something yourself, we have a sewing machine you can bor-
row! It can be signed out at the Porter’s Lodge. Write to  
sewing.machine@linacre.ox.ac.uk for more info. 
 

Where can I get Linacre wear/clothes? 

We will sell them during Freshers’ Fair. We currently have hoodies (with and without 
zip) and polo shirts. At the varsity shops in town (Broad Street, Turl Street, and High 
Street), you can also get shawls and other clothes. And check out  
http://www.oushop.com/Oxford-Colleges/Linacre-College 
  

 

 

 

 

mailto:sewing.machine@linacre.ox.ac.uk?subject=Sewing%20Machine%20Enquiry%20via%20Website
http://www.oushop.com/Oxford-Colleges/Linacre-College


What is sub fusc? When do I need to wear it? Where can I buy it?  

Full sub-fusc consists of 

- a dark suit with dark socks, or a dark skirt with black stockings, or trousers with dark 

socks, and an optional dark coat;  

- black shoes;  

- a plain white collared shirt;  

- a black tie or ribbon, or a white bow tie; 

- a gown; and 

- a cap. 

  

You can get sub fusc from several shops on Broad Street, Turl Street and High Street. 

You can also get clean, second-hand gowns and caps from Jo for £15 (you should 

have gotten an email about this). Make sure you get the correct size and type. Some 

old members might also be willing to sell theirs. Full sub-fusc needs to be worn for 

matriculation, exams and graduation. At formal hall, gowns are worn with formal 

clothing, but no full sub-fusc (i.e., underneath the gown, wear something you’d also 

wear when you go to a nice restaurant, e.g., dress trousers and a button-down shirt 

or blouse, with or our without a tie, a jacket (optional), or a cocktail dress, that sort 

of thing).  

  

Do I really need to dress up for all those fancy dress parties? 

Not at all. Constant dress-up parties seem to be a British thing and anyone not from 

Britain might be a little hesitant about that tradition, but many have come to whole-

heartedly embrace it (as hundreds of pictures on the Linacre facebook group can 

attest)  But you can also just show up in your usual clothes. If you do want to make 

an effort at dressing up for the theme parties, you might want to consider a trip to 

Primark, which has incredibly cheap clothing (although you can probably guess how 

they manage that) for all occasions. You might also want to visit Celebrations on the 

corner of Turl Street and Market Street for accessories, make-up, etc.  
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