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Linacre has always been an innovative community. When the College 
opened in 1962 the fashionable term “Internationalisation” had not been invented, but 
Linacre epitomised that higher education ideal. Students from more than thirty nations lived 
and worked together in an academic community that fostered international understanding. 
It seems as if every HE institution in the world now aspires to engage in “transnational 
education” but I fear that this often amounts more to globalisation – the big business of 
recruiting lucrative international students – than the collaborative research and academic 
exchange of a truly internationalised institution. International students often feel 
marginalised socially and academically and are accused of having little engagement with 
the host country. A small welcoming community such as Linacre seems to me to be one 
of the best ways of avoiding these pitfalls. We are intimate enough that almost everyone is 
known by name and feels that they belong. I take great pride in the fact that compared with 
many universities, very few of our international students drop out before they complete their 
course. This year we are expecting students from over fifty different countries: I hope that 
the new strict student visa regulations will not make any of them feel less welcome. 

This morning we have been reviewing progress with some of our scholarship funds. A 
notable success is the Brewer Street Scholarship fundraising, supported by former residents 
of this much-loved (if rather dilapidated at the time) College house. It may seem strange to 
name a scholarship after a College house which was returned to University ownership more 
than two decades ago. To me, it captures one of Linacre’s real strengths – the strong spirit 
of community that develops among our students. It is heart-warming that Linacre members 
should look after their own in this way – even long after they have left the College. I firmly 
hope that this year’s students, coming from all over the world, will find that in their College 
house – be it the Bamborough, the Beeches, the new Neil Fraser-Bell House, or another – 
there is the same depth of friendship and mutual support that so many have experienced in 
the past. 

Message from the Common Room
The 2012-2013 Academic Year has been a spectacular one for the 
Common Room. As with every year, the end of Trinity saw the departure 
of many who had become part of the close-knit Linacre family. The 
bonds that can be formed with and between all students whether they be 
one year Master’s course Freshers or those who, well, had such an epic 
DPhil it just couldn’t be completed in three short years, are a special part 
of Linacre’s open and welcoming environment. 

Linacre is currently recovering from and revelling in the memory of the InconceivaBall. 
Our first sold-out Ball, with almost 400 guests, was a smashing success. With the College 
transformed into a world of fantasy, the rare and elusive Linacre Pixie was also spotted atop 
the fountain at the end of the Ball. An enormous thank you to Philly Howarth and Will 
Seviour for their dedication and making it happen.

The breadth of talent at Linacre has been spread across many University-level sporting 
and artistic pursuits that continue to showcase the diversity and strength of the CR. Some 
highlights include the increasingly spectacular art exhibitions in the CR, Ultimate Frisbee 
success against Cambridge, Linacre Ensemble, W1 and W2 (coxed by the Linacre Bumble 
Bee mascot) bumping in Summer Eights, an impressive M1 crew getting bumped on Day 1 
but rowing over after that, Roger Look’s impressive Table Tennis results and Linacre Darts 
team coming a close second in the University Division 1 after leading the pack for most of 
the year. Bench-Soccer-Volleyball-Tennis is also tipped to soon become a University-wide 
competition once a more eloquent name is decided upon.
   Andrew Dansie, Common Room President

Phil Sayer
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Advancing Linacre
A ‘Home from Home’

The title expresses it perfectly; Linacre aims to provide 
wonderfully comfortable and welcoming accommodation 
for its students, where they can relax, and refresh themselves 
for work. Such a description certainly applies to Neil Fraser-
Bell House, the most recent acquisition, opened on April 
15th, and named for the father of Dr Graeme Fraser-Bell 
(1985). Moving into a new home is an event to look forward 
to, and even more so if someone else has done all the work of 
renovation, choosing furnishings, clearing away all the odds 
and ends, and ensuring everything is spick and span. All of 
the aforementioned, thanks to the tremendous Linacre team of 
Simon Barker, Hilary Sudbury, Nick Druce, and Sam Gaisford, 
was done to the highest of standards.  

The house adds accommodation for 13 students to Linacre’s 
portfolio of rooms, and is situated not far from The Rhodes 

The Fraser-Bell family, Rodney Griffiths (1971), and the Principal on the steps of Neil Fraser-Bell House

Building and Peter Holloway House, both of which lie on Iffley 
Road; we hope that residents of the three houses will get to meet 
each other. Heartfelt thanks go to Dr Fraser-Bell, and to the 
late Jaki Leverson (1967), Bruce Reynolds (1973), Rodney 
Griffiths (1971), Takashi Uyeno (1968) and eight other Old 
Members in Japan. Thanks to all of these donors, the house 
was bought with a minimum of additional College money, and 
it is now being enjoyed by the first group of residents.  

We were delighted to welcome members of the Fraser-Bell 
family to the official opening, as well as Rodney Griffiths, and 
to show them not only the house, but also a framed photograph 
of Neil Fraser-Bell which, with accompanying text, hangs 
prominently in the new house.

Anne Keene 

Campaign continues apace
We are now well into the public phase of our 50th Anniversary 
Capital Campaign, and full of thanks to many generous 
donors. The Ryle Scholarship in Philosophy, mentioned as 
a fledgling fund in Issue 43, and recalling Gilbert Ryle, the 
famous philosopher who was a Senior Member of Linacre, has 
reached its goal of £80,000, which will provide the College fee 
for a Linacre student, in perpetuity. The Paul Nurse Junior 
Research Fellowship Fund has achieved its initial goal of 
over £6,000 for a JRF in Biomedical Sciences for the first few 
years, and now we continue to build towards a £60,000 fund to 
endow the JRF. The Hicks Scholarship Fund in Economics 
has started up, and is building up funds towards a £80,000 
target. Professor George & Mrs Susan Brownlee have endowed 
a Susan & George Brownlee Junior Research Fellowship 
in Biomedical Sciences or Music. The Colleges Contributions 
Fund has awarded Linacre six scholarships in Humanities, to 
be named for Sir Bryan Cartledge and Professor Paul Slack 
respectively.   

Tanner House in central Oxford has become Linacre’s, 
thanks to the Rt Rev’d Carolyn Tanner Irish (1964). Neil 
Fraser-Bell House was opened on April 15th (see separate 
article). Taking into account, too, the Tanner Charitable 
Trust’s annual magnificent gift, and the EPA Cephalosporin 
Fund’s wonderful gift and pledge, plus other regular or one-
off donations for scholarships, JRFs and other funds, it has 
been a fantastic year, and our gratitude to all who have made 
this possible is heartfelt. The Campaign receipts now total £5 
million, with some additional generous pledges, so we are 
hopeful of reaching our eventual goal of £7.5 million before 
the end of 2015, which is our target date.

We are aware that no-one gives unless they want to, so the 
kindness of all donors is not something we take for granted, 
and it is a real delight to see these gifts transforming the 
community and the fabric of Linacre.

Anne Keene
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Linacre Events

Come Dine with Us
Three groups of Old Members met for informal dinners in 
Washington DC, and in New York, in the early spring. Clyde’s 
of Georgetown was the setting for a group in Washington, and 
two gatherings of fairly recent “Old” Members met over dinner 
in New York.  

During a visit to the two cities, and to Philadelphia, the Director 
of Development, Anne Keene enjoyed meeting individuals and 
groups; these included academics, economists, lawyers and 
financiers, philosophers, research scientists and many based 
at the UN. The hope is that these Linacre members will keep 
in touch with each other, and meet up again at the New York 
Linacre dinner on Saturday April 12th, which will take place 
during the biennial Oxford North American Reunion in 2014. 

An Evening in Bloomsbury  Dîner à Paris
Thanks to the kindness of Mrs Victoria Hobson (1981), 
and her husband Rev’d Dr George Hobson, Linacre Old 
Members were honoured to attend a dinner, on June 22nd, in 
the magnificent 18th century setting of the Cercle de L’Union 
Interalliée, in central Paris. This prestigious venue served as 
an impressive backdrop to the usual stimulating conversation 
which takes place when Linacre Old Members meet up. It was a 
great delight to welcome attendees not only from Paris, but also 
from Nantes, The Netherlands, Rome, Salt Lake City, Trieste, 
and Washington DC. A Linacre gathering invariably includes a 
mix of nationalities, enjoying excellent food, and this event, at 
which the Principal was present, was no exception.  After dinner, 
a beautiful print of the Sheldonian Theatre was presented to 
Linacre, courtesy of Mr Philippe Vennin (1963). We warmly 
thank Victoria and George for making such a splendid evening 
possible, and Philippe for the wonderful print, and we hope that 
more Linacre gatherings will take place in Paris, or elsewhere 
in France, in the future.

Anne Keene 

Informal photos are often taken at Linacre events, and may be used in College publications or on the website. Please let us 
know if you do not want to be photographed.

David Rueger, Gigil Varghese, Katja Flueckiger, Anne Keene, 
Patrick Travers, and Brennan Leong in New York 

Linacre Old Members from different decades and disciplines 
converged on Bloomsbury on May 2nd for this year’s Linacre 
Summer Reception in the Master’s Room at the Art Workers’ 
Guild – a society of artists, craftsmen, and designers, originally 
established in the 1880s by leaders of the Arts and Crafts 
movement. Many familiar names were depicted in the portraits 
of past Masters which lined the walls of the atmospheric 
Hall. The reception was preceded by a guided walk through 
the surrounding area, taking in a range of period architecture 
as well as stories of philanthropic endeavours to alleviate the 
living conditions of London’s poor by building better housing, 
providing care for abandoned children, and improving medical 
treatment. Our guide peeled back the layers of London 
history and showed us some of the clues to understanding the 
transformation of this very diverse area of London from the 
16th century through the 21st. There was much to discuss when 
we returned to the Guild for refreshments and conversation.

Marsaleete Anderson

Evelyn O’Connor and Dr David Lancaster in the Guild Hall 
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Linacre Events 
Founders’ Gaudy
Linacre’s Founding Old Members (1962-1971) who attended 
the Summer Gaudy on July 6th and 7th clearly enjoyed being 
together. Whether talking to someone they have known since 
the 1960s, or an Old Member they had just met, the shared 
Linacre connection was the perfect ice-breaker. Old Members, 
staff, Fellows and students completely filled the Tanner Room 
on Saturday afternoon to hear this year’s crop of Domus prize 
semi-finalists present their research proposals and choose 
the 2013 recipients. Drinks and canapés on a warm summer 
evening in the Jaki Leverson Quad preceded the Gala Gaudy 
Dinner. Dr Cathy Repp (1969), who toasted the College on 
behalf of Old Members, recalled Linacre in the 1960s; a link 
to her speech may be found on the Linacre website at www.
linacre.ox.ac.uk/Development/Events. After-dinner drinks and 
bonhomie continued in the Common Room until the wee hours 
of the morning. Decked in an array of sunhats, all returned for 
the Garden Party on Sunday. Family of deceased Old Member 
Dr Sylvia Broere-Moore (1964), who was remembered in a 
memorial gathering in College the day before the Gaudy, were 
among the special guests included in the event.

By contrast, next year’s Gaudy, on 5 and 6 July, 2014, will 
be for our most recent cohort, who matriculated 1992-2005. 
The College looks forward to welcoming many of you back to 
Linacre for this special weekend.

Marsaleete Anderson

Thomas Linacre Circle Tea
On a lovely sunny Oxford 
afternoon in June, members 
of the Thomas Linacre 
Circle met with the Principal 
for a Strawberry Tea Party. It 
was an opportunity to thank 
those who have generously 
made a legacy commitment, 
and who have let the College 
know. Those who attended 
were entertained by a 
magnificent piano recital by 
current student Hanah Chang 

from South Korea, who also spoke about her background, and 
study at Linacre. Jesse Boamah, from Ghana, gave a talk on his 
medical research work. Their enthusiasm illustrates the calibre 
of student attracted to the College.

A legacy book, recently created, with biographies of those 
who have made bequests to Linacre, was on display. This 
will eventually be permanently on view in the Nadel Room 
and until then you are warmly welcomed to look at this in the 
Development Office. Ros Connell

Hanah Chang & Jesse Boamah 

Patients, Prisoners & Penitents

Departing from the earlier pattern of convivial dinners, 
Linacre’s Lawyers’ Network has recently held slightly 
more formal meetings, with an invited Linacre speaker on 
a specific legal theme. Following on from Nina Jorgensen’s 
talk on her work with the International Criminal Tribunals, 
last year, Professor Ian O’Donnell, Linacre Adjunct Fellow, 
and Criminology Professor at University College Dublin, 
spoke in April about his recent book: Coercive Confinement: 
Patients, Prisoners and Penitents. An audience of Linacre 
lawyers enjoyed Ian’s talk and enthusiastically joined in the 
post-presentation discussion session. Thanks to Dr Cecily 
Crampin (1998), this event, “topped and tailed” with drinks 
and canapés, was held at Tanfield Chambers in High Holborn; 
moreover, refreshments generously provided by Cecily 
ensured that conviviality was still a major part of the evening. 
All Linacre lawyers are warmly welcomed to future events, 
and offers of venues would be gratefully received by either Dr 
Paul England (1993), Chair of the Network on p.england@
taylorwessing.com, or the Development Office.

   Anne Keene

Dinner, Drama and Music
At the end of a busy 
week in Oxford, six 
Rhodes Scholars 
from 1979 through  
2010 joined Old 
Members and Fellows 
for an evening of 
entertainment at 
Linacre in conjunction 
with the 110th Rhodes 
Anniversary and the 

Oxford Alumni Weekend. After dinner the guests joined 
students in the Tanner Room to be serenaded by Linacre 
students Solfa Carlile, Joanna Cross and Ellie Davies and their 
musician friends playing a range of charming classical pieces. 
Then Philly Howarth and Catherine Brinkworth, also from 
Linacre, and St Peter’s alumnus, Peter O’Connor, performed 
scenes from Art by Yasmina Reda. The evening continued in 
the Common Room as guests mixed with performers to enjoy 
the company of Linacre Members, old and new.

Ros Connell

Rhodes Scholars and the Principal 
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Old Members’ Focus
Assen Gasharov (2001) 

Assen, a Bulgarian national, 
was a Linacre member during 
2001-2002 and completed 
the MSc in Environmental 
Change and Management. 
This was made possible thanks 
to a scholarship from the UK 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office and the Open Society 
Foundation.  

My year at Linacre was crucial for defining the direction of my 
future career and life. Having earned two earlier MSc degrees 
in different European universities, it was time to focus on 
a subject that I was really interested in and ready to stick to 
professionally for a long time. So I chose Energy and Climate as 
a compound topic that was gaining ground in the global political 
and economic debate. After graduating, I was quite keen to 
join an international consultancy to apply my newly acquired 
knowledge and I did, but surprisingly, I found myself in Bath in 
Southwest England where the consultancy was headquartered. 
As I expected, the job was very intensive and took up all of my 
attention, so initially I did not have much contact with Oxford, 
but then fortuitously I became the account manager for a 
portfolio of projects in Oxford – for the city council and the two 
universities. For several years I was regularly coming back to 
Oxford and kept many of the old ties and friendships alive.

At one point I moved to London and, still within the energy 
world, I changed to another specialised medium-sized 
consultancy. The work was really interesting and dynamic – 
advising government and other public sector clients on energy 

policy and management, developing tools for more efficient use 
and monitoring of energy flows, and researching sector-specific 
energy trends in order to make plausible forecasts. While most 
of my work was linked to the UK, there were many international 
assignments across Europe, in Asia and in Latin America. I was 
gradually expanding my interests beyond the pure environmental 
aspects of energy – such as energy efficiency, renewable energy 
and carbon accounting – and into more traditional and equally 
global issues, namely energy reliability, competitiveness and 
security. 

This broader perspective that I developed attracted me to the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) in Paris and I was appointed 
to establish a new global programme for energy knowledge 
transfer from the industrialised countries (OECD) to the 
emerging and developing economies. As energy demand is 
shifting ever more towards these economies, notably China and 
India, it is very important to ensure all national administrations 
apply the same recognised standards, methodologies and tools. 
Ensuring global harmonisation in monitoring and reporting of 
energy flows and committing to information transparency is 
crucial for enhancing energy security and minimising market 
volatility. 

As Head of Energy Training and Capacity Building, as the 
programme is officially called, my role at the IEA is to enhance 
the dissemination of best practices across the world, and I am in 
touch with over a hundred emerging and developing countries 
– from the BRICS to many low-income economies in Africa. 
There are still enormous challenges to overcome when it comes 
to introducing sound national energy policies and reaching 
international consensus on issues such as reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. But I am encouraged to see through my job that 
there is plenty of good will across the continents and that the 
warming-up climate is also helping to melt the political ice. 

Far East Gatherings
Two groups of Linacre Old Members have recently organised a gathering in the Far East. If you’d like to organise a Linacre  
get-together in your locality, the Development Office is happy to e-mail a message to Old Members in your area. 

Linacre Old Members Lin Yang (2010) (far right), Vitaliy 
Voronkov (2009) (2nd on right), and Su Zhang (2005) 
(2nd on left) met up in Beijing in May along with other 
Oxford friends. 

An inaugural gathering of Linacrites in Singapore was held at 
the roof garden of the Marina Bay Sands. Other events are 
being planned. Contact Ryal Wun on ryalwun@gmail.com .
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Advancing Linacre
An Academic Exchange 
Oxford and California; a perfect combination

In 2009, Lydia Leeds Hoban (1973) and her husband, 
Patrick Hoban, generously set up an innovative 
annual academic exchange for Linacre members. The 
opportunity is for a four-week visit – during the months 
of March, April or May – to the prestigious Huntington 
Library in Los Angeles, with travel and accommodation 
paid for that period.  

Founded in 1919, the Huntington Library is one of the largest 
and most complete research libraries in the United States in its 
fields of specialisation; its collections in the fields of British 
and American history and literature total more than six million 
items. The Library collections range in time period from the 
Middle Ages to the 21st century, with the greatest concentration 
being in the English Renaissance, about 1500 to 1641; other 
strengths include medieval manuscripts, incunabula (books 
printed before 1501), maps, travel literature, British and 
American history and literature, the American Southwest, 
and the history of science, medicine and technology. Lydia 
and her husband have also kindly set up a mirror exchange for 
Huntington Library Fellows, who annually visit Linacre later 
on in Trinity Term, or into July.  

To date four Exchange Fellows from Linacre have been 
appointed: Mary Breen, Morgan Wesley, Justina Spencer, and 
Courtney Traub. The Exchange Fellowship is a unique chance 
for a Linacre member – either a student or Fellow – to visit this 
leading Library and access its rich source of research. Mary 
Breen, recently awarded her DPhil, is voluble in praise of the 
Leeds Hoban Fellowship and the opportunities it afforded her; 
she enjoyed the research, and the holistic experience, finding 
accommodation in a local home, and thereby making some 
good friends locally. Mary writes that, “The Leeds Hoban 
Linacre Huntington Fellowship… transformed the quality of 
my research and opened up many new opportunities. I have 
been back to the Huntington twice a year since 2010, once on 
a Mellon Foundation Fellowship and hopefully this year on a 
Huntington Fellowship.”  

We are really delighted that this Exchange Fellowship is 
annually offering Linacre members a new avenue of research 
at a leading US institution, thanks to our kind donors, and a 
warm relationship with the Huntington, and with its visiting 
Exchange Fellows. We are most grateful to Lydia and Patrick, 
and we encourage other College members to apply for the 
Fellowship, which truly represents a wonderful academic and 
social experience in southern California.

Anne Keene

Giving to Linacre 
As this article is being written by the Director of Development, 
for the word, ‘giving’, it’s likely that many readers will 
automatically read, ‘making a financial donation’. However, 
‘giving to Linacre’ takes many forms, not all of which involve 
transferring money to the College.

One extremely valuable way Old Members and Friends 
participate is through their ideas and enthusiastic involvement 
in Linacre events or projects. As I think about those people, I 
realise that they are just too many all to mention by name. So I 
highlight those who have enabled our London events – Priscilla 
Baines (House of Commons, Garden Museum & Art Workers’ 
Guild), Alicia Blum-Ross (Keats House), Caroline Bucklow 
(ITC Reception), Cecily Crampin (Tanfield Chambers), Kathy 
Gyngell (hosting in her home), David Lancaster (Lincoln’s 
Inn), Jef McAllister (McAllister Olivarius), Richard Robinson 
(Schroders) and Alex Sainsbury (Raven Row). Then did anyone 
think that fundraising at Linacre was all done by the Principal 
and the Development Office?! Tireless in their work for recent 
fundraising projects have been: Caroline Bucklow and Bruce 
Reynolds (Brewer Street Scholarship), Leonid Nikitenko (Paul 
Nurse JRF), Bruce Reynolds (Coffee Break Philanthropy), 
Annis May Timpson (Common Room Presidents’ initiative), 
Simon Travis (Bryan Warren JRF), and some anonymous 
Linacre members.

Of course there is the host of Old Members overseas, without 
whom Linacre events outside the UK simply would not happen.  
Linacre’s calendar surely wouldn’t be as full, nor as varied, if 
the Development Office was working on its own, and nor would 
fundraising projects move along as swiftly. The ‘Development 
Office’ is, in effect, the whole Linacre community, many of 
whom put in admirable effort for the benefit of the College and 
its future, and who give our activities life and depth.

So, thank you very much for being part of what we do!  
Development Office members are really delighted that our 
role as enablers is underpinned by the vibrant and enthusiastic 
participation of a wide spectrum of College members. Please 
keep being creative and energetic! Thank you.

Anne Keene

Networking in the City
If you work in the areas of Business, Finance or Law in 
London, and haven’t yet attended a BFL informal dinner, you 
have missed a treat; we do hope you will join us for the next 
event! We last met in March, on a second visit to Ortega, a 
great tapas bar just off Bishopsgate. Attended as usual by the 
Principal, the group saw its largest gathering yet; Linacre Old 
Members made up a lively long table of 20 diners at one end of 
the restaurant. We hope to meet again in late autumn, and look  
forward to seeing numbers grow once more.

Anne Keene
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‘Re-tyring’ Linacre
Volunteering in India

“Don’t say ‘retired,’” said the man selling little carvings of 
elephants and camels and statuettes of Hindu gods. “You know 
tyres on wheels? You are re-tyred, and starting a new life.” In 
my old life I had spent forty years teaching Theoretical Physics 
to undergraduates, and now I was teaching English to nine and 
ten year olds in a little one-roomed school in rural Rajasthan.  

On holiday in Rajasthan not long after my ‘retirement’ I was 
fascinated by the teeming life of India, its vitality and colour, 
and I wanted to return to find out more about the people and 
their lives. My chance came when I was accepted as a volunteer 
for eight weeks in Shiv, a village in the Thar Desert a hundred 
kilometers from the nearest tourist town. Volunteers lived in a 
‘camp’ of thatched mud brick huts, where bougainvillea bushes 
provided splashes of colour. Every morning I woke to the 
cooing of doves, and watched acrobatic bulbuls in the only tree, 
while green bee-eaters perched on the electric wires. Indian 
staff helped prepare lessons and accompanied us to school as 
translators.  

The free government primary school where I taught with two 
other volunteers was in a tiny village with eighteen houses, a 
little temple and the school. There was no shop and the women 
walked six kilometers across the sandy ground with bright 
metal pots on their heads to collect water. At school we split 
the children between us, each group in a different corner of the 
one room. When we went away at lunch time the Indian teacher 
was left to take the whole school by himself. There were no 
desks, and my ten children sat on mats on the floor facing a 
blackboard propped against the wall. They were barefoot, and 
their clothes were shabby, but they were so eager to learn! They 
all desperately wanted to answer my questions or to write on 
the board. Their English was rudimentary, but songs and games 
in English were a good way to teach them. When I showed 
them a picture book they were fascinated, and I realised that 
the only books they were familiar with were their school texts.  
I also taught them some Maths, because they needed to be able 
to count and do sums in English as well as Hindi.  

Sara McMurray with some of her class in the school near Shiv. 
The framed picture is of Saraswati, Goddess of knowledge.

I returned to Rajasthan for another eight weeks the following 
year, that time to a bigger school in a less arid area to the south 
where the villagers were subsistence farmers. Then last year I 
exchanged the thatched huts of the Rajasthani volunteer camps 
for a tall concrete house in Himachal Pradesh, with views of 
snowy peaks beyond pine-clad hills. Plentiful water from the 
mountains made farming easier, though the villagers whose 
children I taught were very poor. All the children were bright, 
enthusiastic, and affectionate. In each school the cleverest child 
in my class was a girl, but it is a struggle for girls, especially in 
poor rural areas, to get an education beyond primary level. In 
Rajasthan many girls are married at fifteen, although the legal 
minimum age is eighteen for girls and twenty-one for boys.  
Girls do not marry so young in Himachal, and more go on to 
secondary education. But even there parents are unwilling to 
spend money on educating a daughter, though they might send 
sons to a fee-paying private school.

I have so many memories: the hospitable villagers in Rajasthan 
who invited us into their homes and offered us chai; the young 
Indian I worked with who made me his confidante and called 
me ‘dadi-ji’ (grandmother); the moving farewell ceremony 
where a garland was put round my neck and each child in turn 
daubed me with red powder; but above all the beautiful, smiling 
children. It was a privilege to make a small contribution to the 
education they need to escape poverty and improve their lives.

Dr Sara McMurry (1964)

You may wonder how a person who had spent almost 40 years 
of his life practicing law in one form or another would, in 
retirement, end up as a volunteer member of an organization 
that restores and flies vintage aircraft. It’s really quite simple. 
I have gone back to my first love, aircraft and flying. From 
a very early age, I was fascinated by aircraft, built and flew 
model planes, attended air shows, and collected all the aircraft 
magazines. Through the Air Cadets I obtained my Private 
Pilot’s License at the age of 17 and was heading for a career 
as a pilot in the RAF or as a commercial pilot. Then, in 1960 I 
decided that the law was my calling.  

Stephen Skelly with vintage aircraft he helped to restore

Restoring Vintage Aircraft
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‘Re-tyring’ Linacre
While it had always been in the back of my mind that when I 
‘retired’ I would again be able to indulge my interest in aircraft 
and flying, it has only recently become a reality. In 2009 I 
went to an Open House at Vintage Wings of Canada (VWC), 
located in Gatineau, Quebec, near Ottawa. Amongst their 
aircraft were many of the WWII planes that I worshipped as 
a child, a Spitfire, a Hurricane, a Tiger Moth (the same type 
of biplane in which I had learnt to fly in 1957), a Harvard, a 
Swordfish, a Lysander, a P-51 Mustang and others. They also 
had a jet, a Sabre F-86 from the Korean War era. Not only were 
these planes still flying, others were being restored to flying 
condition and, as a Member of VWC, I could spend time in a 
working hangar helping with the restoration, and even get an 
occasional flight.

VWC is more than just a ‘Flying Museum’. Its raison d’être is 
to inspire future generations and to educate them about their 
aviation heritage. The aircraft are a fantastic tool to achieve 
this. Few can resist the chance of seeing a Spitfire in flight and 
hearing the roar of a Rolls Royce Merlin engine as compared to 
seeing one sitting sadly in a museum. VWC`s two-day airshow 
draws over 25,000 people. Its aircraft also go to air shows 
around the country, and there are many other activities that use 
the aircraft to reach out and connect with Canadians.

Two recent major activities involve VWC’s WWII training 
aircraft (Tiger Moth, Cornel, Flight Finch, Harvard 
and Stearman) collectively known as ‘Yellow Wings’. 
(Commonwealth WWII training aircraft were always painted 
yellow.) In the summers of 2011-12 ‘Yellow Wings’ visited 88 
different airfields across Canada to commemorate the 60th 
Anniversary of the Commonwealth Air Training Plan, under 
which over 50,000 WWII pilots and 160,000 other aircrews 
and support staff were trained in Canada. This summer they 
visited cadet camps in nine regions from coast to coast as part 
of a unique program which reaches out to 6,000 air cadets 
(500 of whom are actually getting to fly in one of the training 
aircraft) to address the challenge of turning young people onto 
science, technology, engineering and math, and motivating 
them to pursue their dreams through hard work and discipline.

I enjoy being involved in VWC’s activities, but I especially 
enjoy the restoration process. As long as you are handy 
with tools and ready to learn, there is always a task you can 
perform under the direction of a trained technician. The first 
aircraft I worked on was a WWII trainer, designed in the 
US but built in Canada, called a Cornell. VWC purchased it 
from the brother of one of our volunteers, who had bought 
five of them for around $200 each as war surplus. It arrived 
as parts in a box in need of major restoration, but 15 months 
later rolled out of the hanger as a beautiful aircraft. The 
photo shows one of the proud parents on the day of its maiden 
flight after restoration. You can visit the VWC website at  
www.vintagewings.ca to learn more.

Stephen J. Skelly, QC (1963)

Post-Retirement Miscellany
I returned to Oxford in 2001 after 
many years in London as Director of 
Public Health and quality assurance 
in Newham and intended to follow 
up my earlier anthropology research 
on the social structure of St Vincent 
and the effects of factors such as 
education on individual life chances. 
I thought otherwise I might revisit 
one of my London studies, perhaps 
the use of A&E, or ‘bed blockers’, or 

the needs of very old people. So far I have failed to do any of 
this. My main project at present is to get my mother’s life story 
published, well written by her but still in draft.

Soon after my return I was invited to join the board of Vale 
House, a home and hospice for people suffering from severe 
dementia. As unpaid voluntary directors we had to ensure that 
it was well run and financially viable. We also spent many 
hours planning a bigger and better building which incorporated 
the best ideas and research regarding its form and function. 
Major professional and other fund-raising efforts by volunteers 
and others were successful; in January 2012 the new 40-place 
home opened in Sandford-on-Thames. It was a huge effort by 
staff and accomplished successfully with the help and support 
of relatives, volunteers, board members and many others. I 
was pleased to have played a part, retired from the board soon 
afterwards, and now only help in local fund-raising efforts.

Another local project is the weir at Sandford, which has 
the biggest drop anywhere on the Thames; I am involved 
in plans to get a large hydroelectric scheme here within the 
next few years. On a smaller scale, I collect the cheeses from 
Worminghall for our weekly community Saturday market, 
which is run by local volunteers. I also paint and draw with 
friends in the Medical Art Society and the Bury Knowle Art 
Group and sculpt with the Bicester Sculpture Cooperative. I 
learnt to play the double bass soon after my return to Oxford 
and played with the Langtree Sinfonia until I retired this year. 
As a committed Liberal Democrat I have been involved over 
the years in standing (most unsuccessfully) in local elections 
and support party efforts elsewhere. Being single and fancy 
free, a pensioner with time on her hands and with friends 
overseas has allowed for nice bits of travel. In 2014 I hope to 
see orang utans in Sumatra, revisit the area where I lived as a 
child in Java, drop in on friends in Australia and perhaps visit 
Tahiti. There is also much to enjoy in Oxford, and the Great 
Wen not far away via cheap day coach tickets. I still go on 
a Thames barge occasionally from Maldon past Osea Island 
where I once had a cottage. Here the garden calls or there could 
be a nice walk with the Oxford Fieldpaths Society, or a swim. 
My recent house move is accomplished but more down-sizing 
is needed, and family and friends to be visited or coming to 
stay. We are so lucky.

Dr Jane Jackson (1967)
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Fellows’ News
Award to Subir Sarkar

Professor Subir Sarkar, Linacre 
Fellow and Oxford University 
Theoretical Physicist, has been 
named Niels Bohr Professor 2013-
18 by the Danish National Research 
Foundation. The prestigious 
five-year award, presented on 19 
April by the Danish Minister for 
Education, comes with a financial 
component of about £3.4 million for 

an international research group in astroparticle physics at the 
Niels Bohr Institute in Copenhagen. From this autumn Subir 
will be dividing his time between Oxford and Copenhagen, 
providing new links between the two institutions as he pursues 
his interest in the interface between cosmology and particle 
physics. 

Rutz Elected to Academy
Dr Christian Rutz, Linacre Adjunct Fellow, has been elected 
to the Royal Society of Edinburgh’s Young Academy of 
Scotland. The Academy fosters dialogue and collaboration 
among emerging leaders in academia, the professions, the 
arts, civil society, and business, in an effort to tackle the most 
pressing challenges facing society at large. Dr Rutz is currently 
Reader in Biology at the University of St Andrews, and BBSRC 
David Phillips Fellow.

Honour for Mary Dalrymple
Linacre Fellow Professor Mary 
Dalrymple is one of eight Oxford 
University professors elected into 
the elite British Academy in July 
in recognition of their outstanding 
research and work in the humanities 
and social sciences. As Professor 
of Syntax, she is particularly 
interested in the syntactic properties 
of human languages and how they 

can guide the process of assembling meanings of words and 
phrases into meanings of larger phrases and sentences. Much 
of her recent work has focused on language documentation  
for endangered languages of Indonesia. Professor Dalrymple 
also held a coveted Leverhulme Research Fellowship for the 
2012-13 academic year. 

Dr H Catherine Walter was recently elected Vice-
Principal of Linacre for a two-year term from 1 October 
2013. We congratulate her warmly.

Linacre Fellow Who Lifts
Linacre Fellow Dr H Catherine Walter, University Lecturer in 
Applied Linguistics and Higher Education Academy National 
Teaching Fellow, competed at the All Midlands Championship 
of the British Drug Free Powerlifting Association on May 11th 
and established national bodyweight/age category records for 
squat, bench and deadlift, and for total weight. Her total weight 
record equals or surpasses those of all women of any weight 
down to 55 years of age inclusive. If that doesn’t bowl you 
over, here are her weights: squat (77.5 kg), bench (35 kg) and 
deadlift (95 kg), for total weight of 207.5 kg. She trains with the 
Linacre Ladies that Lift section of the newly formed Linacre 
Weightlifting Society. (See page 16)

New Fellows
Dr Alessandro Abate, Fellow 
of Linacre since April 2013, is a 
University Lecturer in Computer 
Science. In addition to his degree 
in Electrical Engineering from 
his native Italy (Padova), he has 
studied in Germany and the US, 
where he was an MS and PhD 
student in Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Sciences at UC 

Berkeley, Postdoctoral Researcher at Stanford University, and 
International Fellow at SRI International. Prior to Oxford, he 
has been Assistant Professor at Delft University of Technology 
in The Netherlands. His research interests lie on the analysis, 
verification, and optimal control of heterogeneous and complex 
dynamical models – in particular of stochastic hybrid systems 
– and in their applications in the life sciences and in cyber-
physical systems (particularly involving energy and power 
networks). 

Professor Andy Hector is Professor 
of Ecology in the Department of Plants 
Sciences and comes to Oxford from the 
University of Zurich where he spent 
the last decade as Associate Professor 
and Deputy Director of the Institute 
of Environmental Science. Andy has 
a degree in Natural Environmental 
Science from the University of Sheffield 
and a PhD from Imperial College. He did 

his postdoc and Royal Society University Research Fellowship 
at the NERC Centre for Population Biology. He is a community 
ecologist interested in biodiversity loss and its consequences 
for the stability and functioning of ecosystems (plantecol.org). 
He works mainly in grassland (e.g. www.nutnet.org) and forest 
ecosystems and leads the Sabah Biodiversity Experiment 
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a DPhil provided his first contact with Linacre. Since it was 
intended to be for just three years, Bori was loathe to give up 
his home in Devon; thus he began a commute, which lasted 
right up until his retirement in 1990.

After gaining his DPhil he started to lecture in the Engineering 
Department. Always keen to make learning memorable, 
his family will forever remember his explanation of Gauss’s 
theorem (with his references to hedgehogs and paper bags) and 
his statement, “A good engineer is never defeated!” Due to his 
fortnightly commuting pattern, he was away from his home 
and family for much of the time and so both Linacre and the 
Engineering Department formed a huge part of his life during 
his career. He could get so involved in solving a tricky problem 
that he might not leave until 4 am!

His passion for education was great; he was determined both 
to learn and to teach others. He didn’t limit himself simply to 
topics related to engineering but enjoyed taking advantage 
of the diverse backgrounds of Linacre students, aiming to 
converse with them in their native tongue, and not simply being 
friendly within the college setting, but often inviting them to 
stay at the family home in Devon. Indeed, some very firm 
friendships were formed in this way. Retirement didn’t dampen 
his enthusiasm for learning or engineering and he continued to 
read voraciously, learn new languages and provide consultancy 
services for several more years until deteriorating health made 
this more difficult. Even in his final months he was still buying 
science and engineering books and enjoying his weekly review 
of New Scientist magazine.  

Bori is survived by his wife Kathleen, daughter Karina and 
two grand-children.

Karina Beeke

In Memoriam
Dr Bori Minaković  (1923-2013)

Dr Borivoje Minaković (Bori), 
who died 28 May 2013, first came 
to Linacre in 1963 as a post-
graduate student embarking 
on his DPhil. He enjoyed life at 
Oxford so much, he remained 
until his retirement, becoming a 
Fellow of Linacre in 1968 and an 
Emeritus Fellow in 1992.

As a teenager, Bori’s plans to attend Belgrade University were 
thwarted by the onset of the Second World War. After a series 
of adventures and exploits, he found himself in Italy at the end 
of the war in an area with the British Army. To secure a job 
as an interpreter, but unable to find any Serbo-Croat/English 
teaching aids he taught himself first Italian and then English by 
finding a Serbo-Croat/Italian dictionary and an Italian/English 
dictionary.

After arriving in England in 1947, and still intent on gaining 
an engineering degree, he found his way to Lancashire and 
took a variety of jobs (working in a cotton mill, a jam factory, 
and as a hospital porter) to pay his way whilst gaining the pre-
requisite UK qualifications. This enabled him to study for his 
degree as an external student of London University. He also 
met his future wife, Kathleen. Following his first degree, he 
and Kathleen moved to Devon where he worked at Standard 
Telephones & Cables (STC) in Paignton. An opportunity to 
take a leave of absence from STC to carry out research for 

Fellows’ News
(sabahbiodiversityexperiment.org). His teaching includes the 
QM course introducing the first year biology undergraduates 
to statistics and the tropical ecology fieldcourse to Danum 
Valley Field Centre in Malaysian Borneo.

Dr Jenni Ingram, University 
Lecturer in Education 
(Mathematics), was elected 
to an official Fellowship from 
1 September 2013. Jenni was 
previously senior lecturer at the 
University of Warwick, where 
she also completed her PhD in 
Mathematics Education. Her 
research interests include discourse 

and communication in mathematics classrooms, the role of 
digital technologies in the teaching and learning of mathematics 
and assessment in mathematics. 

Dr Samar Khatiwala, a Fellow 
of Linacre since September 2013, 
is a Professor of Earth Sciences. 
Samar completed his PhD at 
Columbia University in New York, 
and subsequently a Postdoctoral 
Fellowship at MIT. Prior to 
coming to Oxford, he was on the 
research faculty at Columbia. His 
primary research interest is in 
understanding the ocean’s role in 

the global carbon cycle, particularly the interplay between 
climate, ocean circulation, and ocean biogeochemistry. Apart 
from his work, Samar is avidly interested in food and blogs 
about his culinary adventures at http://www.oishiirasoi.com/. 

More new Fellows will be featured in the Spring issue 
of Linacre News.
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College News
Staff Updates  

Best wishes to Tony Favarin and Linacre 
College’s Secretary, Jackie, who were 
married on April 19, 2013. Jackie’s 
surname changed to Favarin following 
her marriage to Tony.  

Best wishes also go to Hilary Sudbury, 
who has moved across town to take up a 
new post as Events and Accommodation 
Officer at St Peter’s College, Oxford. 
Staff gave her a traditional Linacre 
send-off in the Nadel Room and 
presented her with a Linacre bear and 
other gifts. All at College wish her well, 
and thank her for her excellent oversight 

of Linacre’s accommodation, and her part in bringing new 
student accommodation on stream. 

With Hilary’s departure, Rebecca 
Waterman has migrated from the 
Development Office to Bursary as the 
new Linacre Accommodation Manager, 
where she will put her formidable 
administrative and organisational skills, 
demonstrated in her previous roles 
as Development Assistant, Archives 
Assistant, and Tanner Lectures 
Administrator, to good use. 

Jenny Butler has now moved from 
Reception to take up the roles of 
Development Assistant, Archives 
Assistant, and Tanner Lectures 
Administrator. As she has been a 
member of College staff since December 
2011, many will already be familiar 
with her unfailingly warm and helpful 
approach to students and Old Members. 
In her free time, Jenny enjoys the theatre, 
concerts, walking and gardening. 

Jenny’s successor in Reception is Sarah 
Dobson. Sarah previously worked for 
a small distributor in Oxford, and has a 
four-year-old son who started school this 
year. Although much of her ‘free time’ is 
spent at the playground, she also enjoys 
listening to music and watching sports, 
but she is too much of a diplomat to 
mention which teams she supports. 

Congratulations, Avani
For the third time in four years, a Linacre 
student has been cited in the prestigious 
Vice-Chancellor’s Civic Awards, which 
‘celebrate civic engagement alongside 
academic achievement.’ Avani Bansal, 
who is studying for a DPhil in Law 
after finishing BCL and MPhil in Law,  
serves as President of Oxford Lawyers 
without Borders and works on both 
international and local issues, including 

the West Papua legal case, efforts to improve the availability of 
free legal aid in Oxford, and the Free Speech Debate project. 
She is currently the Editor of Oxford Commonwealth Law 
Journal. The first law student to be recognised by this award 
scheme, Avani is also Charities and Development Officer on 
the Linacre CR Executive Committee. 

Staff gathered on September 5th to 
present Fiona Richardson with her 
Linacre bear and to thank her for 
her helpful and enterprising stint as 
Linacre Librarian during her year 
in post. A warm ‘welcome back’ 
to Emma Huber, who has now 
returned to College and the Library 
following the birth of her son. 

This young Peruvian student is studying with the help of an 
iMac computer, formerly used in the Linacre Library. It was 
donated to the non-profit organization, Building with Dignity, 
co-founded by Emily Hedin (2010) in Lomo de Corvina, Peru. 
The computer is used in the community centre for the tutoring 
programme, computer classes, and a leadership programme, 
which help to enhance educational opportunities, train local 
leaders, and support neighbourhood-led development.

Online in Peru 
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The distinguished Canadian academic, broadcaster and former 
politician, Professor Michael Ignatieff, delivered the 2013 
Tanner Lecture on Human Values on 30th May to an audience 
of over 200 at the University Museum of Natural History. His 
address, Representation and Responsibility: Ethics and Public 
Office, considered the challenges of parliamentary democracy, 
and drew on his experiences as a Canadian Liberal Party MP 
and Leader, particularly as he discussed the dilemma facing 
democratically elected representatives as they weighed up 
the often competing demands of party, constituents, and 
conscience. The audience included guests from the Canadian 
High Commission, the Committee on Standards in Public 
Life, academic institutions, and the Linacre community. A 
dinner in honour of Professor Ignatieff and his wife was held at 
Linacre following the lecture, and was attended by five heads 
of colleges and the Rt Rev’d Carolyn Tanner Irish (1964), 
representing the Tanner Foundation. The international lecture 
series was established by her father, Obert Clark Tanner, and 
this is the first of this prestigious lecture series to be hosted 
by Linacre College. (For additional information on the Tanner 
Lectures, see Linacre News 42, p 7.)

In order to promote greater student involvement with the 
Tanner Lecture, 22 Linacre students joined Professor Ignatieff 
for a breakfast meeting the following day to discuss the lecture 
in more detail. Later that afternoon, 31st May, Professor 

College News

Ignatieff gave a seminar to an invited audience of academics 
from the University Department of Politics and International 
Relations, the Blavatnik School of Governance and the Saïd 
Business School in which he considered the application of his 
lecture theses to international relations.

Details of the 2014 Tanner Lecture will be available shortly 
on the College website, www.linacre.ox.ac.uk/About/events/
TannerLectures. 

L-R: Professor Michael Ignatieff, Rt Rev’d Carolyn Tanner 
Irish (1964) and the Principal

Professor Michael Ignatieff Delivers 2013 Tanner Lecture  

Dr Ertl Elected Proctor
The College has elected Linacre 
Fellow Dr Hubert Ertl, MA Oxf, 
PhD Munich, as University Junior 
Proctor for the proctorial year 2014-
15. Dr Ertl is University Lecturer 
in Higher Education. His research 
interests include international 
aspects of higher education, 
vocational education and training, 
EU educational policies, education 

and labour market transitions, and widening participation in 
higher education.

The Proctorship rotates among all Oxford colleges and societies. 
Proctors are actively involved in the business of the University, 
including the oversight of examinations and disciplinary 
matters, are members of Council and its major committees, 
and fulfil public and ceremonial duties, such as officiating at 
degree ceremonies. They facilitate communication between the 
central University and their own colleges and departments, and 
also gain valuable experience in the administrative workings 
of the University.

In Memoriam
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of the 
following Old Members of Linacre:

Sister Joan Smith CSB (1982), MSc Education, who died 
in Australia on 5th February, 2013, was a former Secondary 
School Principal at St Clare’s College, a gifted teacher, and 
much loved by her Brigandine Sisters and many ex-students.

Professor Derrick Thomas (1966), who died on 13th 
May 2013, earned his DPhil in Agriculture, as well as 
met his wife, Sue, during his time at Linacre. Their move 
to Australia for his post-doctorate in Tropical Pasture 
Science at Brisbane University was the start of a lifetime 
of traveling as he helped and taught some of the poorest 
and most desperate communities around the world to 
become self-sufficient in farming and agriculture. He was 
elected a Fellow of the Institute of Biology in recognition 
of his research work in developing countries. His last 
post was as Professor of Tropical Agricultural Systems at 
the Natural Resources Institute, Overseas Development 
Administration. (For a personal remembrance of Derrick by 
his friend, Bob Harrison (1966), see http://www.linacre.
ox.ac.uk/Development/ObituariesInMemoriam .)  
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Sporting Linacre
Sports Report
Jessica Hudson (2012) stroked the winning Oxford Women’s 
Lightweight crew at the ‘Henley Races’ in May (actually 
held at Dorney because of river/weather conditions), beating 
Cambridge with a time that earned her a full Blue to take home 
with her to Australia, along with her BCL (with Distinction). 
Clearly her rowing did not detract from her studies. Jessica also 
competed for OUWBC (the open weight women’s squad) at 
the British University Championships in May this year, and in 
the intermediate eight, which they won. She also rowed in the 
Linacre Women’s eight at Summer Eights. Jessica was one of 
two students to receive an extracurricular grant from Linacre 
this year to support her rowing endeavours.  
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Cricket 

Running and Cross Country
Oliver Langford (2012) finished 3rd for Oxford and 60th 
overall in the British universities cross-country championships 
on a very muddy Leeds course in February. Rob Noble (2009) 
was second fastest for Oxford in the varsity marathon in April, 
completing the London Marathon in 2 hours 44 minutes. 
Showing strength in depth, Linacre fielded two teams in the 
Teddy Hall Relays in March, one of which came a close second 
in the mixed college team category.  

L-R, Andrew Faull (2011), Morgan Wesley (2009) and Rob 
Noble (2009) after the Oxford Town & Gown 10K in May 2013

Linacre Cricket Club were promoted to Division 2 of the 
Oxford Inter College Cricket league this season, by finishing 
as runners-up in Division 3, which included victories over St 
Anne’s, St Peter’s, Corpus Christi, LMH and Lincoln College. 
This was the culmination of a fantastic team effort, and some 
truly special performances from our joint Players of the 
Season, Jolyon Faria (2012) and Phil Jakeman (2011). We 
look forward to competing in Division 2 next year, and fully 
intend to push on for further success.

Ladies that Lift
Sporting their signature 
rainbow socks, pink 
t-shirts and black onesies, 
three of the Ladies that 
Lift participated in 
the Scottish National 
Championships of 
the British Drug Free 
Powerlifting Association 
in Glasgow on 28th July 
2013. Sarah Cannon 
(2012), competing in the Junior 58.6-63kg bodyweight 
category, achieved a 102.5kg squat, a 40kg bench press and a 
132.5kg deadlift, for an impressive total of 275kg. Laura Walton 
(Merton), in the Junior 70.1-80kg category, stunningly set 
unofficial British records for the squat at 115kg and the bench 
press at 55kg, and equalled the British record for the deadlift at 
130kg. Catherine Walter (Linacre Fellow), in the Master 6 
(65-69yr) 55.6-58.5kg category, set official British records with 
an 87.5kg squat, a 32.5kg bench press and a 92.5kg deadlift, 
for a total of 212.5kg, surpassing the total of any woman of 
any body weight aged 55 and above. Catherine already held the 
British record for Master 6 at 58.6-63kg (see p10).

Linacre Ladies that Lift meets weekly under the inspiring and 
very professional guidance of coach Shez Naqvi. Fellows, staff 
and students of any physical ability are warmly welcomed. No 
experience required – simply a desire to get stronger and make 
new friends!

 

L-R Cannon, Walter and Walton

Congratulations to Laura Droessler (2008), who received 
a Blue in Basketball. 


