
 

 

 

 

 

Linacre Common Room 

Minutes for the General Meeting to be held  

on 13
th

 June 2012 at 7.30pm 

 

1. Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous general meeting (2 May 2012) were approved as a correct 

record. 

2. Matters arising 

None 

3. President's business 

1. Punt agreement 

◦ First suggested event will be small and take place on Saturday, 23 June. 

We will take the two punts out, fill it with Linacre and Balliol people, 

and then go to a pub. If the weather is good enough, we can come back to 

Linacre and have a BBQ. The new punt arrived today and is currently on 

the Wolfson dock. It is beautiful!  

◦ Wolfson has also decided to suspend punt rentals right now because the 

river is flooded and unsafe.) For the moment, we are also going to 

suspend bookings for safety reasons.  

◦ Finally, we revisit the naming of the new punt. We received suggestions: 

“The Golden Lady” and “The Griffiths-Lloyd Punt” (Griffith and Lloyd 

are two generous donors to the college and the CR). We will solicit more 

suggestions and have a vote in two 

2. Student and JRF Profile Pages 

◦ Within a week or two, you should receive a form to fill out, in order to 

have a profile on the Linacre website. (You will also take a photo.) 

3. Welcome video filming 

◦ We have begun to film and will have more filming sessions soon. If you 

feel like joining, please do! It will be 1 minute long and if we have a 

large number of people, we will split into two 1 minute videos. 

4. The bike cull 

◦ Salam is trying to get Simon to wait until the end of the summer for the 

bike cull, but he is concerned that we will have a large number of 

unnecessarily rusty bikes. 



◦ You might receive a notice about registering your bike. If you do, please 

note it and don't leave your bike lying around unattended for a long 

period of time. 

5. By-law amendment motion: executive roles task redistribution and equality 

tasks 

◦ The Exec felt that tasks should be redistributed among the executive 

officers. Originally, the Welfare & Equality officer handles the 

magazines, newspapers, notice board, and TV subscriptions. Now, the 

magazines and newspapers will go to the secretary, notice board to 

publicity, and TV subscriptions to treasurer. The Welfare & Equality 

officer will have more equality related roles. 

◦ Question regarding how much the Welfare & Equality officer has to do. 

Elly explains the various duties, emphasizing the new peer support 

network, which is going to be included in the new by-laws. 

◦ A vote was called to approve the change in by-laws. 

▪ First, people were scavenged in order to make quorum. 

▪ In favour: 17 

▪ Against: 2 

▪ Abstain: 8 

▪ The motion passes 

6. CR webpage colour change motion 

◦ Current colors are blue and black. There is a motion to change this to 

yellow and black (yellow is substituting for gold). Ross is in favor of this, 

and also acknowledges that the college website can be much improved in 

both structure and graphics. He is fully willing to help and advise us on 

further improvements. 

◦ A vote was called to approve changing website colors. 

◦ In favour: 18 

◦ Against: 0 

◦ Abstain: 2 

◦ The motion passes 

7. The social secretary position vacancy (September 2012 – end of MT12) 

◦ Alex's course finishes soon and he will be leaving in the summer. In 

order to make this position available to everyone, whoever is interested in 

taking the position from the end of summer to the end of MT12, email 

the CR president. We will vote among those candidates privately in the 

CR exec. Originally, we would have made the entire vote privately, but 

we wanted to open it up to the CR for nominations to make it more fair. 

8. Accommodation negotiation 

◦ Every year, accommodation costs are reassessed and adjusted to more 

accurately reflect the real cost. The raise for next year is 5.08%, so all 

rooms will be raised by roughly this amount.  

◦ There are two options we can adopt to determine the rent changes each 

year. First, rooms can be increased or decreased by the amount 



proportional to its popularity; second, rooms can be increased or 

decreased based on a sliding scale based on the VNI figures (Van 

Noorden Index, a measure of Oxford inflation) over the past 10 years. 

◦ There is no issue with demand; there is always a waiting list for students 

trying to get accommodations on site. However, there is interest to 

redistribute the rent according to how rooms are being valued (demand 

and popularity of rooms) so that students with limited funding can afford 

to stay in cheaper rooms. 

9. A speaker for a lecture series 

◦ Tanner lectures are held at a few Oxbridge and Ivy League universities 

and center around human values. The current host at Oxford is Brasenose 

College. This will hopefully change to Linacre College within this month 

as the negotiations have concluded on this. The college is asking for 

suggestions for speakers. You can visit the Tanner website to see what 

kind of speakers usually attend. 

10. A fundraising challenge 

◦ If the CR raises x amount of money (up to 2500£) through alumni 

donations, then that amount will matched. If an alumnus makes a 

payment or pledge or long-term pledge before December 31, they will get 

a 1:1, 1:1.5, or 1:2 rate of matching. 

◦ Some members of the exec suggests that this amount goes towards travel 

grants. Another option is for it to go towards studentship. We can 

distribute them between those as well. 

◦ It is pointed out that this does not really involve the CR; this should be 

the job of the Development Office. Salam explains that we have a say in 

how the monies are distributed and can argue for our interests if we have 

specific ones. The CR is being asked to help publicize the fundraising 

challenge. Dan should be handling this issue (his position is Charities & 

Development) and it is good that the CR should have involvement in 

these activities and decisions. 

◦ If we have a figure, we should then discuss in the CR where the money 

should go. 

11. The CR in the 50
th

 anniversary celebrations 

◦ This will happen 7 September. There is a time slot available for 

performers (dancers, jugglers, musicians, etc.) and if anyone is interested, 

they should contact Dan for more details. 

4. Private motion: The music society 

 Motion proposed by Ann Lewis, seconded by Gaia Donati. 

 The music society was rather active 2 years ago; there was a music society 

concert in June 2010 and there were 100 people showed up with free 

entrance. We are thinking of changing it a bit and charging £5 entry to two 

folk musicians who will be visiting on tour. These two folk musicians, 

Morwenna Lasko & Jay Pun, opened for the Dave Matthews Band; we 

have a connection with them because Anne knows them. They are 

interested in expanding from the VA market.  



 They ask for $500 (which is about £322) for a concert as well as a 

workshop that is open to all students in the university. Plus food and 

advertising (about £60) we are looking at £382 up front.  

 If 100 people show up at £5 entry, we will get £500, which covers the cost. 

If we get 20 people to come to the workshop (2-3 hrs) at £2 entry, we 

already have £40. With food, musicians, etc. we can make a profit of about 

£150. So we need to have the £322 to pay them initially to make the event 

possible and then make the money back, plus the profit. If we have too 

many people attending, we can possibly use St. Antony's hall, though there 

is suggestion that we should try to keep it in Linacre, as it will be a Linacre 

event. 

 We need to know by next week whether we put them in the books. This 

event needs to be more of a college event than just a music society event. 

The only issue is the actual recording equipment at Linacre because it's 

from 1975. If we need to borrow something better, it might take an extra 

£100. Rob mentions that St. Antony's might lend us theirs (they have in the 

past) if we throw in a few free tickets. Anne says we can work out the 

lighting for free through connections. 

 A vote was called to approve putting in £382 for this event. 

◦ In favour: 15 

◦ Against: 0 

◦ Abstain: 2 

◦ The motion passes 

5. Any other business  

 The Jumble Sale box is in the back of the CR; if you want to get rid of 

things, put donate them there.  

 Liz mentions that she is leaving at the end of the year and someone needs to 

take over the job of refilling the coffee machine. The only compensation is 

free coffee (or whatever else is in the machine). If anyone is interested, 

please contact her. 

6. Date of next meeting 

The next CR meeting will be held in Michaelmas 2012.  


