
 

Linacre College Common Room 

 

Minutes for the General Meeting held on 12
th

 June 2013 at 7.30pm 

 

1. Minutes of previous Common Room meeting 

The minutes of the previous general meeting (1
st
 May 2013) were approved as a correct record. 

2. Treasurer update (Sezgi Goksan) 

The budget has been almost entirely allocated so there will be little or no money left over this year. 

However, there are still several houses which haven’t claimed the 100 pounds allocated to them for 

social activities. Residents are urged to contact their Head Resident for information on this scheme 

if they wish to make use of this money. 

3. Sports update (Alex Hall) 

The CR Sports Sec has made contact with the current captains of Linacre sports clubs to gather 

information on facilities, including the Oriel sports facilities, and has determined that most clubs are 

content with Linacre and Oriel facilities and equipment.  

The next step will be to gauge interest in restarting any “dormant” sports clubs, and determine 

which facilities they require. A survey will be circulated including a list of historical clubs and an 

option to make suggestions. The results from this should be ready by 10
th

 week this Term. 

4. Welfare update (Catherine Brinkworth) 

Dr Catherine Walter and Ms Catherine Brinkworth are planning to make a short film around 

College as part of their Welfare positions and are looking for skilled volunteers to help with 

shooting and production, etc. People with these creative skills are encouraged to get in touch. They 

will probably use the video camera owned by College, which can be borrowed from the IT 

department.  

5. Environment update (Jon Courtney) 

Most floors in residences now have compost bins and “reps” to ensure the bins are emptied 

regularly. However, as many of these people will be away during some of the summer the 

Environment Officer is looking for volunteers to take over during these short periods. Jon will be 

sending an email soon so please do reply if interested. 

6. Linacre Lines update (Philly Howarth) 

The deadline may have passed but contributions for the next Lines are still gratefully accepted! 

7. Social update 

There is a party this Friday with a 1990s theme. Gagan Tiwana will be spinning the best 90s tunes 

from 9pm until 1am in the CR. 

8. Green Student update (Xander Brehm) 

The results from the energy saving competition are in: Abraham saved the most energy, OC Tanner 

had the best energy-saving behaviour, and Griffiths was the best overall. The prizes are still being 



determined, but Griffiths residents will be receiving some chocolates and wine, and some other 

small items very soon. The other two winning residences will receive similar prizes. 

As increased use of heaters over the last (unusually long and cold) winter is probably to blame for 

the higher-than-usual energy consumption, future Green students will be encouraged to investigate 

better building insulation as a way to improve efficiency.  

The Green Student would like to remind residents to turn their heaters off and close their windows 

if they’re leaving for the summer, and to donate any unwanted items to next term’s Green jumble 

sale by contacting green@linacre.ox.ac.uk or talking to Beate Dirks in person. 

9. CR Website Survey update 

Tommy Khoo and Abdossalam Madkhali would like to thank everyone who responded to the 

survey about the new CR website design. Some statistics are provided at the end of this document. 

10. Allotment update 

The Allotment Soc would like to invite CR members to make use of the allotment for their own 

crops/flowers over the summer. This is because it has been rather underused recently, and private 

use would keep it in a better state until next academic year. Email green@linacre.ox.ac.uk or talk to 

Beate Dirks if you’d like a plot. 

11. Ball update 

Tickets for the Ball sold out a few weeks ago (a rare occurrence!). The committee are know looking 

for volunteers to help on the day with a few easy jobs (e.g. moving bar stock and equipment) in 

exchange for a “queue jump”. Contact Will Seviour or Philly Howarth if interested. 

12. Motion to commission a set of wooden boards for the external stairs by the fountain 

Will Seviour, on behalf of the Ball Committee, is requesting up to £300 for a set of custom-made, 

reusable wooden boards/slats to sit on the intricate set of stairs connecting the fountain to the Small 

CR. Currently, these stairs represent a significant hazard for people in high-heels, and as it is hoped 

to open these stairs during the upcoming Ball to aid movement between the Tanner Room/Small CR 

and the College exterior, a safe solution must be found.  

The current proposal has been suggested by the Maintenance Department, and involves 

commissioning a set of reusable, high quality, “marine plywood” slats for the stairs by a local 

carpenter. They advised that a cheaper solution was tried before but didn’t last long, hence the 

suggestion of commissioning a slightly more expensive but much higher quality set of boards, 

designed to be used at future outdoor events for many years.  

The Ball Committee requested that College fund this project at a recent Health and Safety meeting, 

but they refused, suggesting instead that signs be put up advising of the danger. The Ball 

Committee feel this would be irresponsible, hence this motion. 

The Ball committee has received a loan from the Common Room which it is well on the way to 

repaying after the event. It will also be donating many of its assets to the CR, including several 

gazebos, garden and board games, and bar supplies (glasses, etc.). Should the motion be approved, 

it will return the loaned amount less the cost of the boards (up to £300). 

They will be designed to stack closely together to make them easy to store. The Ball President will 

tidy up the on-site Ball Cupboard to store them in. 

 A vote was called to approve the allocation of up to £300 to commission a set of wooden boards 

to cover the external staircase by the fountain 

o In favour: 21 

o Against: 0 

o Abstain: 0 

 The motion passes. 



13. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

 

 

Appendix 1. Results of CR Website design survey (Item 9) 

Summary: 

 21/47 didn’t know the CR website address. 

 31/47 would rate the current website 6/10 or less. More than two thirds of those rated it 5/10 

or less. 

 37 thought that the current colour scheme represents the CR spirit/brand or does so to a 

certain degree. 

 22/30 thought the website is useful. 

 20/30 thought it is easy to navigate. 

 18/25 thought the new suggested design is 7/10 or more. 

 Having an online system to book the Guest Night Dinners was something that came up 

many times. 

 Comments on fonts and font size of the new design were also submitted. 

Many other valuable comments about the functionality, design, and some technical points were also 

received and will be taken in consideration while working on the final product. 

Our most sincere thanks to everyone who answered the survey questions, 

Tommy & Abdossalam 


