
 

Linacre Common Room 

 

Minutes for the General Meeting held on 30
th

 January 2013 at 7.30pm 

 

1. Minutes of previous meeting  
The minutes of the previous general meeting (23

rd
 January 2013) were approved as a correct record.  

 

2. Common Room update 
- The CR received a request to join the Intercollegiate Challenge, and has submitted the team 

that participated in the University Challenge. 

 

- The CR has forwarded to College the recommendation to stop renting Iffley sports facilities.  

Negotiations are ongoing regarding what other facilities may be used for CR sports teams. 
 

- Please email the Food Representative (food@linacre.ox.ac.uk) this week if you have any 

comments you would like him to raise with College. 

 

3. Election results 

Following a closely fought election, the results are as follows: 

 

- President: Andrew Dansie 

- Treasurer: Sezgi Goksan 

- Secretary: Louie Cardone-Noott 

 

4. Green Student update 

The Green Student thanked all CR members for submissions to the competition, noting that the 

current round focused on heat reduction has been extended slightly – see Facebook and Publicity 

emails, or email him at green.student@linacre.ox.ac.uk for more information.  The next round 

focuses on electricity, and so challenges you to turn off lights in bedrooms and public areas.  The 

competition is not only a good way to win prizes but is also the only way college has of knowing 

how much energy reduction is the result of residents’ behaviour and how much can be attributed to 

specific college investments into sustainability.  He will raise the issue of how heating is currently 

centrally regulated in off-site houses and report back to the CR. 

 

There are a number of ongoing projects the Green Student is working on.  He is trying to convince 

the City Council to allow Linacre to put solar panels on the Bamborough building.  The existing 

panels on the Abraham and Griffiths buildings are currently outperforming expectation, and it is 

hoped that this evidence will overcome any objections the council has to the supposedly detrimental 

aesthetic effects of the panels.   

 

A second ongoing project is a push for college to become paperless.  This involves measures such 

as lobbying the college to send monthly battels electronically, and allowing signups for dining hall 

meals to be online, which will also make the system more equitable for those living off site.  

Furthermore, there are moves to try and email out freshers’ pack information.  Please email him any 

further suggestions before the sustainability meeting next week.  The suggestion that University 

mailto:food@linacre.ox.ac.uk
mailto:green.student@linacre.ox.ac.uk


Regulations should be sent out electronically rather than in paper copy is a university issue which 

has been raised in OUSU a number of times, although nothing has yet come of this. 

 

5. Motion to re-establish the Bradwardine Society 

The Bradwardine Society was started upon the establishment of Linacre College, and its re-

establishment was raised by a group of old members and subsequently brought to the CR by Kian 

Mintz-Woo, seconded by Amy Taylor.  It aims to promote dialogue on interesting topics, both 

philosophical and/or controversial.  A budget will be proposed at the next CR meeting. 

 

 A vote was called to approve the re-establishment of the Bradwardine Society. 

o In favour: 31 

o Against: 0 

o Abstain: 5 

 The motion passes. 

 

6. Motion to increase money allocated to buy a new PA system 

This motion was raised by Louie Cardone-Noott and seconded by Sami Jaffar, and proposes 

increasing the amount of money previously allocated (on 28
th

 November 2012) to buying a new PA 

system from £1000 to £2000, although it is hoped that only £1700 of this money would be needed.  

This money is to be taken from £8400 left in the budget at the end of last year.  Spending slightly 

more money will provide long-lasting, good quality equipment. 

 

The set consists of two speakers with built-in amplifiers mounted on two sub-woofers, and a mixer, 

all of which are lightweight and easy to move.  It would mean no longer borrowing this equipment 

from St Anthony’s, while all the equipment is compatible with existing CR microphones and 

laptops.  It is not being proposed that the CR buy turntables, which are extremely expensive and 

usually borrowed from performing DJs.  Furthermore, the CR only owns two lights, so more might 

still need to be borrowed from elsewhere. 

 

 A vote was called to allocate up to £2000 for a new PA system. 

o In favour: 40 

o Against: 0 

o Abstain: 3 

 The motion passes. 

 

7. Motion to establish the Linacre Ensemble 

Tom Hashimoto proposes establishing a Linacre Ensemble, and this is seconded by Judith Dohr. 

This will also incorporate the college’s dormant Music Society, although rather than retaining the 

previous name, the new name is proposed because as well as promoting the enjoyment of music, 

they would like to emphasise the regular playing and practising aspect of the group.  It is hoped that 

the group will play at this year’s Linacre Ball, in exchange for subsidised entry to the event. 

 

All current members are Linacre students, with the group currently consisting of one violinist, one 

oboist, one flautist, one pianist and two cellists, while they are actively seeking new members who 

may come from outside the college.  The formation of the group is quite flexible, so new 

instruments can be accommodated – perhaps with the formation of a number of different ensemble 

groups.  The group currently uses the Thomas Linacre room and small music room in the Abraham 

building to practice. 

 

 A vote was called to approve the establishment of the Linacre Ensemble. 

o In favour: 36 

o Against: 0 



o Abstain: 3 

 The motion passes. 

 

8. Motion for Linacre Ensemble funding 

Linacre Ensemble requests £280 of funding.  Of this, £100 is requested to buy five music stands 

which will remain the property of the college, and £150 is requested to hire a double bass and 

drums for five months until the summer, as these are unavailable to borrow from the Music 

Department.  Finally, £30 is requested to cover publicity costs.  This request for money is intended 

to cover all costs until the summer, while the music stands are a one-off request and an investment 

for the college.  It is unclear if the college already owns music stands, so the motion is contingent 

on ensemble members thoroughly looking through the college to see if these are available. 

 

The equipment will be stored in the Thomas Linacre Room or in the small music room next to the 

gym, and will be available for any CR members to use.  Members of the group are open to teaching 

others how to play.   

 

 A vote was called to approve up to £250 for the Linacre Ensemble. 

o In favour: 33 

o Against: 0 

o Abstain: 1 

 The motion passes. 

 

9. Any other business  
- The meat-free Friday referendum will take place in the next few weeks. 

 

- ‘Seinfeld Sundays’ will start this week. 
 

- A final notice on the CR Endowment will be publicised in the next few weeks. 
 

- Tickets for ‘The Last Tutorial’ are selling fast, and at least one night is already sold out.  CR 

members are urged to buy tickets soon if they would like to attend. 

 

10. Date of next meeting  
The next CR meeting will be held on Wednesday of Week 8 at 7:30pm. 
 


