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First 
Thoughts

A very hot summer is upon us. My 
window is wide open showing the 
heat glistening over the red roofs of 
College and in the cool shade of the 
garden, a few students struggling 
with summer reading. The lawn 
has regrown lushly, concealing the 
huge flood water storage tank that 
we have buried beneath it. Flash 
flooding has become a significant 
threat in our corner of Oxford 
so we have decided to increase 
our resilience. Our beautiful new 
ground-floor facilities should now 
be safe from the next deluge. This 
issue of Linacre News includes 
articles on several of these 
topics, including an interview 
with Professor Myles Allen who is 
attributed with coining the term 
“net zero”.

The large undergraduate colleges 
are abandoned to tourists and 
conferences, but here the dining 
hall is still buzzing with daily 
activity. We are hosting a big group 
of final-year undergraduates from 
under-represented communities 
and disadvantaged backgrounds 
as part of the UNIQ+ programme 
– offering a six-week experience 
of postgraduate research. Each 

UNIQ+ participant undertakes a 
research project with a university 
research group, attends skills 
training sessions and learns about 
opportunities for graduate study. 
We hope this will help them make 
much better-informed choices 
about applying to Oxford. In 
previous years more than 60% of 
participants have been inspired 
to apply. The University relies on 
attracting the very best minds, 
whatever their background to 
create new ideas for a better future.

Yesterday I learned that we had 
been successful in securing over 
£1 million in funding to support 
12 Academic Futures DPhil 
scholarships. Academic Futures 
is a scholarship programme that 
will help us improve access in our 

graduate student body. This year 
the focus will be on students from 
black and mixed black British 
backgrounds, and students who are 
refugees. These scholarships are 
needed most acutely in Humanities 
and Social Sciences where, at 
present, most students have to 
fund their own studies, and many 
students withdraw due to financial 
difficulties. 

Meanwhile we await news of the 
priority that will be given by the 
next government to Research 
and Development (R&D) in the 
university sector. The Prime 
Ministerial hopefuls are vying 
with their promises to cut public 
spending and taxes. Former 
Linacre JRF, Sir Paul Nurse, has 
urged the candidates to consider 
wise investment in research. Sir 
Paul has pointed out that the UK 
is at the bottom of the league of 
advanced nations in investment 
in R&D at just 1.7% of GDP. Oxford 
and Linacre continue to thrive on 
visionary philanthropy: only this 
week the University opened a new 
£100 million Pandemic Sciences 
Institute, and at Linacre, we have 
the new Centre for Eudaimonia and 
Human Flourishing, funded by the 
Carlsberg Foundation. 

I hope you will be dazzled by the 
innovative research of scholars 
from all over the globe, and feel the 
warmth of true community.

Nick Leimu-Brown
The Principal
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Transformative 
Donation to College
Many of you will have read our 
announcement in autumn 2021 
regarding the major donation 
College is expecting from 
Vietnamese businesswoman 
Madam Thao. As the Principal 
mentioned in his column, we 
currently have no further updates, 
but I have included a summary 
below for anyone who might have 
missed our initial communications. 

Following us signing a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
in Edinburgh in October 2021, we 
were delighted to announce that 
College is due to receive a donation 
totalling £155 million. This 
donation will have a transformative 
impact on College and we are 
incredibly grateful to Madam Thao 
for her generosity. Currently being 
one of the five least well-endowed 
colleges in Oxford, this will secure 
our financial future as well as allow 
us to undertake an ambitious 
building project. From what we 

can tell, this will be the largest 
donation to an Oxford college in 
modern times, so I am thrilled to be 
part of such an exciting time in the 
College’s history and I look forward 
to sharing plenty of news with you 
as this develops over the next few 
years. 

Madam Thao is the President of the 
Sovico Group, which incorporates 
the airline VietJet Air, a bank, and 
real estate holdings. She became 
a millionaire at the age of 21 and 
is currently Southeast Asia’s only 
female billionaire. To thank her 
for her generosity, we will petition 
Privy Council to change the name 
of College from Linacre College to 
Thao College after we have received 
at least £50 million of the total 
donation. We are anticipating the 
name change to come into effect 
from 1st September 2023.  

The donation will be split between 
these different priorities:

£100 million is earmarked 
for creating a second site for 
College and initial plans include 
150-ensuite student bedrooms and 
a 300-seater dining hall. We will 
be keeping our current site on St 
Cross Road as well as our external 
properties. 

£40 million will be going straight 
into our endowment and the 
increased investment income will 
be used for the daily running of 
College. 

£10 million is designated for a 
project provisionally titled "the 
Oxford Leadership Centre" and 
will be a collaboration between 
us and the Blavatnik School of 
Government. 

The remaining £5 million will be 
used to create graduate access 
scholarships for students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Lisa Smårs
Head of Alumni Relations and 
Development
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a match from the Univeristy's 
Graduate Endowment Matching 
Scheme to create two fully-funded 
DPhil scholarships in perpetuity. 

These endowed scholarships will be 
for students in the Medical Sciences 
or MPLS divisions and we are 
expecting the first scholars to start 
in autumn 2023. 

Access Scholarships
The University recently launched 
the Academic Futures programme 
aimed at enabling students from 
underpriviledged or disadvantaged 
backgrounds to be able to study at 
Oxford. 

Thanks to the very generous 
support of the EPA Cephalosporin 
Fund, we have managed to secure 

Library Refurbishment
We are pleased to let you know 
that we have recently started 
refurbishing the College library. 
The Library has remained relatively 
unchanged since the 1970s, and 
though characterful, is in need of 
substantial updating to improve the 
quality of the study environment, 
research facilities and archival 
needs. 
 
We will be improving access for 
mobility-impaired users, creating 
a controlled-environment archive 
facility for our valuable Gilbert 

Ryle Collection, and increasing the 
number of private study carrels. 
New shelving and desks will be 
custom-built in solid wood, a 
reading room and a study room 
will be created, and new lighting 
will be installed throughout. We 
started making  some of these 
improvements last year by installing 
a lift to allow step-free access to the 
library for the first time. 

We have always been a College 
aware of its environmental impact 
and responsibilities. With this 

project we will significantly improve 
the energy efficiency of the building 
to bring it up to demanding modern 
standards, while preserving 
architectural highlights such as the 
Victorian ceiling. We also anticipate 
that modern heating and lighting 
will improve user comfort. At 
present the library is notoriously 
cold, particularly on winter 
evenings. 

We would like to thank the donors 
who made this project possible. 

Postgraduate access scholarships 
is currently a key focus for the 
University and the first cohort 
of scholars began their courses 
in October 2021. The Academic 
Futures programme is expected to 
expand over the next few years to 
incorporate more underprivileged 
groups.
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When I think about my decision 
to leave the United Nations 
Institute for Disarmament in 
Geneva after a decade and 
pursue a full-time career as 
a novelist, I’m reminded of a 
conversation between the late-
and-great American novelist 
James Salter and his Air Force 
colleagues when he announced 
that he was going to retire from 
being a combat pilot after Korea.  
 
“You idiot,” they said. 
 
My departure wasn’t so 
dramatic. Leaving a bureaucracy 
isn’t the same as leaving a 
brotherhood but I may have 
muttered it to myself and it 
certainly felt applicable.  After 
all, the UN was an interesting 
place to work. I had a doctorate. 
I was working in innovation 
(evidence-based policy design 
for peace and security) and 

my task was to improve the 
efficacy and local legitimacy of 
field operations in post-conflict 
environments. Our team had 
built theory, method, and 
practice. It was worthwhile, 
paid OK, and it sounded cool 
at dinner parties. However, it 
was also a grind and it felt like 
pushing a reluctant elephant up 
a mountain. 

I was getting grumpy.
 
By 2010 I’d had enough. I was 
married and our son was two. 
Camilla, my wife, was ready to 
go back to her native Norway so 
we hit the road. My first novel, 
Norwegian by Night, was under 
contract and — unlike James 
Salter — I had hedged my bets 
with consultancy work.  
 
My second novel, The Girl in 
Green was a critical success and 

Derek B. Miller is an American writer and international affairs 
professional. He is the author of six novels, including Norwegian by 
Night and his most recent one, How to Find Your Way in the Dark. He 
has a Ph.D. summa cum laude in international relations from The 
Graduate Institute in Geneva with post-graduate work at Linacre and 
is connected to numerous research centers. Miller attended Linacre 
to work with the late Professor Rom Harré on applying his work on 
positioning theory to international relations.

How To Find Your 
Way In The Dark

I received a solid advance for 
my third novel. At that point I 
realized that I was playing in 
the big leagues writing (what 
my German publisher called) 
“top shelf general fiction” where 
the competition is brutal. The 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
Richard Russo had read and 
supported my third novel and 
that affirmation convinced me 
to do what Salter had done: 
Commit. I quit the consulting 
work and focused.  

Changing my life in my forties 
was scary. Until then I had 
worked hard, won a few, made 
decisions, and taken risks — 
with consequences to myself 
and others — to build a life. I 
was proud of my efforts and 
they defined me, both to myself 
and to others. Stopping all that 
and stepping away from it left 
me unmoored and on foreign 
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soil. It became a 
profound act of 
transformation. 
Mine was 
admittedly self-
induced whereas 
Gregor Samsa’s 
was not but either 
way, *Kafkaesque* 
was not a bad 
description.  
 
In a word: what 
the hell had I been 
doing for twenty 
years if I was now 
going to give it up 
and abandon it so 
entirely? In some 
ways I’d already 
done a version of 
this by turning away 
from a promising 
academic career and towards 
public policy. At Linacre I’d 
worked with Rom Harré building 
a theory of media influence 
on executive decisionmaking 
grounded in his work on 
Positioning Theory and social 
psychology. He even wrote 
a blurb for my book. I’d been 
proud of that achievement which 
has subsequently disappeared 
into the void (“unwept, 
unhonored, and unsung,” and 
I would add, unfootnoted). So 
that was a decade I can’t get 
back. 
 
Now I was tossing *another* 
decade — one at think tanks and 
the UN, in Yemen, Haiti, Nepal, 
Somalia … — into the same 
professional void? Yes. Yes I was.  
(“You idiot.”)And for what? To be 
a novelist? Do people even read 
anymore? 
 

In 2021 I published my sixth 
novel in the U.S. called *How to 
Find Your Way in the Dark.* I also 
handed in my seventh for review. 
So here I am. A novelist.  
 
I know that being a novelist is a 
mug’s game. Even winning isn’t 
really winning anymore. But my 
way of life is now set: I throw 
myself in, give it all I’ve got, and 
leave behind what I can while 
hoping for the best. I may not 
be where I want to be, but I’ve 
lived more lives than most other 
people and at this point there’s 
no backing out even if I wanted 
it. Life has collapsed like a star 
into a singularity and I am being 
pulled: either forward, down, 
or apart depending on what 
metaphor will make the most 
sense during my eulogy. 

With this simplicity comes 
clarity. I know what I am and 
also what I think. In particular, 
I think stories matter. I also 
think that Albert Camus was 
wrong when he said “[f]iction is 
a lie through which we tell the 
truth.” I don’t believe it is a lie 
at all. Rather, I know fiction to 
be the most complex, nuanced, 
and sophisticated model of 
expression ever devised by 
humanity to represent and 
communicate the full experience 
of living. 
 
I also think that if If you’re going 
to try and succeed at something 
bold, sweeping, and worthwhile, 
it might as well be that.  
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Can Large Herbivores Help Store 
Ecosystem Carbon?
Conserving and restoring biodiversity 
and mitigating climate change are 
major challenges of our time. Large 
mammals continually decline in 
many areas of the world. Large 
herbivores are often seen as bad 
for climate mitigation due to 

their consumption and physical 
disturbance of plants. 

In a new opinion paper in Trends in 
Ecology and Evolution, we suggest 
that the role of large herbivores in 
long-term ecosystem carbon storage 
can be positive, if we shift our focus 
away from immediately visible 
vegetation carbon to also include the 
carbon hidden in soils. The presence 
of large herbivores can increase 
the amount of carbon stored below 
ground and decrease its vulnerability 
to disturbances. 

This can be by altering 
decomposition speed and pathways, 
as dung and urine is more readily 
available to soil microbes than plant 
litter, by favouring grassy vegetation, 
which allocate a large fraction 
of its carbon to the soil relative 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) systems 
have achieved near-human 
performance in a range of tasks 
involving pattern recognition 
from visual, speech and textual 
data. However, as these systems 
have become more powerful and 
accurate, they have become more 
complex, and hence more opaque. 
For high stakes research and 
application areas, like biomedicine 
and healthcare, having a highly 
accurate performance is necessary 

but not sufficient. The AI systems 
must also be deemed “trustable” 
by users for them to be adopted 
with confidence by healthcare 
practitioners in real-life clinical 
settings. My research, based at the 
Oxford Institute for Biomedical 
Engineering and the Oxford Big 
Data Institute, focuses on pushing 
the envelope on deep machine 
learning algorithms for cancer 
research through two UKRI funded 
projects, in close collaboration 

with healthcare professionals 
and clinical researchers at Oxford 
University Hospitals. My current 
EPA Cephalosporin JRF with Linacre 
College is aimed at developing 
transparent, interpretable and 
robust AI models in computational 
radiology and pathology. AI is 
inevitable, so we want to ensure it 
is a friend!

Tapabrata Rohan Chakraborty  
(EPAJ RF)

Making Sure AI in Healthcare is 
Responsible and Safe

to trees, and through increasing 
downward mixing of carbon into 
deeper soil layers through own 
activity (trampling, digging, etc.) or 
association with soil animals, such as 
earthworms or dung beetles. 

Carbon stored belowground is less 
vulnerable to perturbations, such 
as extreme weather events and 
wildfires. As such disturbances 
will increase in the future due to 
climatic change, carbon persistence 
is pertinent for carbon storage over 
decades and centuries. Hence, 
our perception of large mammals 
for ecosystem carbon storage 
needs to be updated to avoid 
counterproductive biodiversity and 
climate impacts of land management 
actions. 

Jeppe Kristensen (2021)
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The IceCube Neutrino Observatory, 
an unconventional ‘telescope’ 
buried deep in the Antarctic icecap, 
began operations a decade ago. 
Its purpose is to detect cosmic 
neutrinos: nearly massless, neutral 
particles first discovered emanating 
from radioactive decays, which 
are created by the most energetic 
phenomena in the Universe. In 2013 
IceCube confounded its sceptics by 
making the first detection of high 
energy extra-terrestrial neutrinos. In 
2018, the first cosmic source of such 
particles was identified – a flaring 
‘blazar’ (supermassive black hole 

Ninety Degrees South 
Detecting invisible messengers of the 
cosmos with a cubic kilometre of ice

shooting out a plasma jet pointed 
at us) that is 3.7 billion lightyears 
away. In 2021 IceCube detected 
the creation of a W-boson (which 
mediates radioactive decay).

This amazing project took several 
hundred scientists & engineers from 
12 countries, 7 years to build at 
the South Pole among the coldest 
and most remote places on Earth. 
Crews drilled 86 holes 2.5 km deep 
and lowered cables strung with 60 
football-sized light detectors into 
each hole. The created a hexagonal 
grid of sensors embedded in a cubic 

kilometre of very transparent ice. It 
works round the clock, transmitting 
data to the laboratories for analysis, 
and 99% of the sensors are still 
working!

Subir Sarkar has just achieved 
Emeritus status at Linacre, having 
been elected Fellow in Physics in 
1998. He joined the experiment in 
2004 and he shared in the recent 
award to IceCube by the American 
Astronomical Society of the Bruno 
Rossi Prize. 

Linacre News • 9
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Anthony Baines (1912-1997) was the first Lecturer/Curator at Oxford’s 
Bate Collection of Musical Instruments. He was one of the most 
prominent organologists of the twentieth century, making a significant 
contribution to the study of musical instruments. The Anthony Baines 
Archive contains his research notes on a wide range of musical 
subjects as well as historical documents relating to his life, such as 
correspondence, and compositions from his time as a prisoner of war. 

A Life in Music

Although Baines studied 
chemistry at Oxford, he was 
always an avid musician, 
arranging music for his 
(somewhat reluctant) family 
band and trawling junk shops 
for musical instruments – once 
even selling his motorbike 
to buy a saxophone. After his 
undergraduate degree, Baines 
went on to the Royal College of 
Music where he played bassoon, 
gaining experience performing 
alongside his studies. 

The Second World War broke 
out when Baines was 26. He 
served in Egypt where he was 
captured and transported to 
Italy and interred in a prisoner 
of war camp. From there he 
was transferred to Germany. He 
escaped twice (once disguising 
himself as a shepherd and 
making his way into the hills), 
but was eventually recaptured 
each time. In the camps in Chieti 
and Eichstätt he conducted 
orchestras, transcribed and 
arranged music, and composed. 
Some of this music is now held 
at the Bate Collection.

After the war, Baines held posts 
as a conductor and music 
teacher, while writing books 
about musical instruments. 
He became known as a great 
scholar of organology, and built  
a large collection of musical 
instruments, many of which he 
sold in the 1960s, some to the 
collector Philip Bate. In 1968, 
Philip Bate gave his collection 
of musical instruments to the 
University of Oxford, and in 
1970 Anthony Baines came to 
the Bate Collection of Historical 
Wind Instruments, as it was 

then called, as the Collection’s 
first Lecturer/Curator – where 
he found himself reunited with 
many instruments he himself 
had once owned. Baines 
subsequently donated many 
other instruments to the Bate 
Collection.
Today the Bate Collection holds 
around 2,000 instruments, 
primarily woodwind, brass 
and keyboard instruments by 
English, French and German 
makers. The gallery is arranged 
to show the musical and 
mechanical development of all 
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orchestral wind instruments 
from the Renaissance to the 
present day. Almost every 
instrument can be taken out 
of its case to be looked at, and 
the majority can be played.

The new catalogue of the 
Anthony Baines Archive has 
been two years in the making, 
and has been made possible 
by funding from the Patricia 
Baines Trust (established by 
Anthony’s widow). 

When Baines’s archive 
first came to the Bate, it 
was filed in ring-binders, 
with notebooks gathered 
in packing boxes. Now the 
papers have been conserved 
as required and have been 
properly stored in museum-
quality folders and boxes. 
The entire archive has been 
digitally catalogued, and the 
majority of it scanned.

The archive extends beyond 
Baines’ time at the Bate 
(1970-80), with papers dating 
from the 1930s to the 1980s. 
In addition to handwritten 
notes and letters, there 
are technical drawings of 
musical instruments, notes 
on how instruments work, 
and graphs to demonstrate 
the effects of string length 
or bell width. In other 
folders there are pictures of 
musical instruments cut from 
magazines, photographs 
of instruments ordered 
from other institutions, and 

newspaper 
clippings about 
bands and other 
local musical 
happenings. 

Baines was 
interested in a 
range of musical 
topics, and in two 
folders relating 
to folk music 
from around the 
world there is 
music written 
on hand-drawn 
staves on lined 
paper – and some 
music notation 
without a stave 
at all! In addition 
to all this, there 
are maps, 
photographs of musicians, and 
a selection of personal papers 
such as his identity cards from 
the second world war and his D 
Litt certificate from the 1970s.

There is also an envelope of 
handwritten sheet music, much 
of it on very soft and tatty paper 
– these pages are some of his 
transcriptions and compositions 
from the prisoner of war camps. 
We are very keen to have 
Baines’s compositions played 
again – perhaps for the first time 
in seventy-five years. This will 
hopefully take place as part of 
the launch of the catalogue, in 
summer 2022.

Alice Little (2006) studied 
Material Anthropology and 
Museum Ethnography at Linacre 
and from here went to work 
as Assistant Curator of Musical 
Instruments at the Horniman 
Museum. She returned to Oxford 
in 2015 to undertake a DPhil, 
studying music collectors and 
collections, and since 2018 
has been a Research Fellow at 
the Music Faculty working at 
the Bate Collection of Musical 
Instruments, where she is 
responsible for the Anthony 
Baines Archive Project.
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While Sarah Agbantou is from the Republic 
of Benin and my family hails from Nigeria we 
connect, over Zoom, almost immediately. 
We connected partly because we both have 
Yoruba heritage, but mainly because Sarah 
made it her mission to get to know me before 
our interview even began. As someone who 
has worked in consultancy for a decade, 
helping generate social change in England, 
Benin and the Ivory Coast, Sarah Agbantou 
knows how to be an innovator. 

The Innovator
The social innovator pursued 
an MSc in Applied Statistics at 
Linacre in 2012, but first came 
to the UK at the age of 14 “to 
learn and improve her English.” 
After spending some time 
with host families in Reading, 
Sarah knew that she would 
have to come back to Britain 
at some point and she did, as 
an older teenager, to pursue 
an undergraduate degree in 
Statistics, Economics, and 
Finance at UCL. 

While the more natural choice 
of a European country to 
study in might have been 
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The Innovator
France- as Benin is a former 
French colony- Sarah wanted 
to come to England where she 
felt there was more flexibility in 
the career choices at university. 
“Compared to France, it seems 
to me that there is more 
freedom, less rigidity and more 
options for what you can do at 
a professional level” regardless 
of your degree. As someone who 
was unsure what career path 
she wanted to pursue- unlike 
her sister Mimine, the acclaimed 
fashion designer, who knew that 
fashion was in her future “from 
the age of 5”- England seemed 
like a dream. 

However, life as an 
undergraduate student in 
England initially threw some 
challenges, in part because her 
time at UCL was the first time 
Sarah had studied completely 
in English. Yet, through grit 
and determination, she pulled 
through- “human beings are 
able to adapt to anything if we 
put our minds to it”- and was 
able to graduate with a first-
class honour’s degree in 2011. 
Therefore, by the time she 
matriculated at Linacre later 
that same year she had already 
mastered English student life 
and so it is unsurprising that she 
describes her year at Linacre as 
“her best year as a student.”

While she initially did not know 
much about Linacre when 
applying, she grew to love the 
college due to its inclusive 
atmosphere. She credits Linacre, 
for example, for opening her 
eyes to several issues impacting 
LGBT communities and admires 
the College for not being afraid 
to tackle big issues and for 
reminding students to have an 
“open mind towards anything.”

Although, prior to arriving, Sarah 
was “really worried” about 
ending up in a college where she 
would be “reminded of being 
Black every day,” “not making 
friends or having a strong social 
group,” and spending a lot of 
time in her room because she 
wouldn’t feel comfortable in 
the Common Room her “leap 
of faith” paid off and she ended 
up meeting “wonderful people 
at Linacre.” Indeed, she is still 
friends with many of the people 
she met at Linacre.

One of the “wonderful people” 
Sarah met was her friend 
Christina, with whom she 
created the Linacre Dance 
Society for which she and 
Christina would set up classes 
in the basement gym every 
week. However, outside of the 
gym, Sarah says that her top 
three Oxford locales were the 
library, the Common Room, 
and the kitchen (in that order). 
She relished reading in the 
College Library as well as the 
picturesque settings of the Old 
Bod and the Radcliffe Camera. 
She enjoyed connecting with 
Linacre’s “very collaborative” 
community in the Common 
Room, where she met many 
interesting and unique people- 
including some who had “visited 
parts of the Benin that [she] 
hadn’t even been to.” And she 
LOVED the kitchen on her floor, 
spending much of her time 
cooking and catching up with 
dormmates during their bi-
weekly kitchen brunches. 

Life at Linacre was a breeze and 
she credits some of that to the 
fact that she already had a job 
lined up at Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers (PwC) before she 
started her MSc, taking much 
of the pressure off her studies. 
Soon after completing her first-
class undergraduate degree 
in finance, she had applied 
to the PwC graduate scheme 
because consultancy offered her 
the room to “explore different 
industries, learn more about 
them and then decide what [she] 
wanted to specialise in.”

After four years working at 
PwC, Sarah took a sabbatical to 
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       Her experience travelling back 
to and working in Benin had a 
tremendous impact on her

sustainably.” This resulted in 
her creating Design Thinking 
for Good, alongside colleague 
Mahnoor Baig, a network of 
innovators at PwC which help 
social enterprises “leverage 
design thinking techniques to 
scale.”

Design Thinking is a problem-
solving stratagem in which 
individuals explore and test 
out a wide range of creative 
solutions to existing problems. 
As such, it is unsurprising that 
Sarah’s Design Thinking for 
Good took off during a pandemic 
where many social enterprises 

states of ECOWAS (Economic 
Community of West African 
States).” She is developing ideas 
on how to accelerate gender 
parity across many areas, 
including politics, schooling, and 
indigenous cultural practices. 
Nevertheless, Sarah continues 
to maintain strong links to 
social enterprise in Britain. For 
instance, she currently provides 
expertise on growth and 
expansion as a non-executive 
board member of DoItNowNow, 
a London-based organisation 
that, per their website, works 
to “champion ethnic diversity 
in entrepreneurship, creativity 

found Destrand, a short-lived 
start-up designed to “embrace 
the versatility of natural 
hair” by providing product 
recommendations for people 
with different Black hair types 
so that people wouldn’t have to 
do “hours of research” like she 
did when she first went natural. 
During this time, she also did 
some independent consultancy 
in Benin before eventually 
returning to the UK to first work 
as the Head of Expansion for 
City Pantry and then coming 
back to PwC in 2019 as a Senior 
Manager. 

Her experience travelling back 
to and working in Benin had 
a tremendous impact on her, 
and made her determined to 
find solutions to strengthen the 
ecosystem and support other 
entrepreneurs. Therefore, when 
she “came back to London [she] 
decided that, even if its 1 or 
2% of [her] time, [she] would 
use that time and some of the 
resources which are available 
[at PwC] to support social 
enterprises and help them grow 

were struggling with “how to 
best reach their beneficiaries.” 
The network supported over 40 
British social enterprises during 
the first year of the Covid-19 
pandemic, through virtual 
Masterclasses and personalised 
coaching, and continues to be an 
important part of PwC’s business 
even though Sarah has now left 
PwC for good and now works as 
a consultant at Dalberg. 

Now based in the Ivory Coast- it 
was important to her to “use this 
knowledge on design thinking… 
and be fully dedicated to the 
African region”- Sarah is working 
with colleagues at Dalberg to 
“accelerate [sustainable] gender 
parity across the 15 member 

and philanthropy.” This is 
unsurprising. Sarah has, after 
all, “always been fascinated by 
projects with a social impact.” 
Even if she didn’t realise it when 
she first arrived at Oxford, that’s 
what made her a great fit at 
Linacre. 

Seun Matiluko (2020) is a 
British writer and researcher 
in law, race and politics. She 
is currently a Frank Knox 
Memorial Fellow at Harvard 
Law School.
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Studying ancient texts and the people behind them requires diverse 
methodologies and the comprehensive use of manual and digital tools. 
Lexicons, prosopographies (studies of names) and databases help the 
papyrologists’ and epigraphists’ work and among these, the Lexicon of 
Greek Personal Names (LGPN) is one of the most essential.

LGPN was established in 1972 under the direction of the Oxford  
classicist scholar Peter Fraser and is now part of the Oxford Classics 
Research Projects. Its objective is to identify and collect all names written 
in Greek and Greek names written in foreign scripts from across the 
Mediterranean, attested up to the 7th century AD. To date, volumes for 
five regions have been published and the online database is constantly 
growing. The work is now focused on the final and largest part of the 
project – Egypt – to be covered in two volumes, recording all individuals 
mentioned in Greek and Egyptian (Demotic and Hieroglyphic) sources. The 
project studies the period where Egyptian and Greek were simultaneously 
in use and personal names appeared in both languages. Consequently, we 
can find Greek names written with Egyptian scripts and Egyptian names 
in Greek. LGPN, as well as being a powerful research tool in its own right, 
will also be a platform for future research on names and people and on 
the system used for the rendering of Greek names in Egyptian texts and 
Egyptian names in Greek. 

Adrienn Almásy-Martin (JRF)

What’s in a name?  
Onomastic Research on  
Graeco-Roman Egypt
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For as long as I can remember, I 
have been going to ballet class. 
There was a passion I felt for the 
process of dancing and training, 
sneaking into lessons even while 
reading for my Masters. Dance 
emerged as a significant part of my 
career and after graduating from 
the Royal Academy of Dance in 
2019, I was motivated to begin my 
journey as a dance educator. 

The pandemic put the brakes on 
these plans and instead led me 

to dabble in movement exercises 
as coping mechanisms through 
the difficulties of COVID-19 in 
India. During this time, multiple 
movement types, from dance to 
yoga, had a deeply calming effect 
on my nervous system when stories 
of overwhelmed frontline medics 
were dominating the Indian news 
cycle. 

This sparked an idea for a 
project that serves the needs 
of our overworked medics. A 

Dancing as a Coping Mechanism
brainstorming session with 
colleagues developed Project Move 
– a free, online resource customised 
to the needs of COVID medics that 
harnessed the power of movement 
and music to provide a moment 
of respite. The feedback from the 
medical community and the general 
public was heartening and made 
us grateful for the opportunity to 
use our skills to make a small but 
impactful difference. 

Vaidehi Patel (2008)
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Family, Music, Legacy
In late 2019, mere months before the pandemic would upend all our 
lives, my first feature documentary film This is Tim: A Musical Life 
premiered to a sold-out house at the historic Hollywood Theatre in 
my hometown of Portland, Oregon. Unlike the hundreds of short films 
I have created for my clients, this project was truly my own: born out 
of grief at the loss of my father to stage four cancer and a desire to 
connect with him through the extraordinary community he built as 
a guitarist, bandleader, composer, educator and producer over more 
than three decades in the Rose City. 

Linacre News • 16
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I approached the project like 
an academic exercise: keep the 
research broad to start, then narrow 
focus as the story began to take 
shape. I conducted interviews 
with over fifty people: childhood 
bandmates, local music legends, 
family members. I followed the 
adage that I didn’t know what I 
didn’t know; only by casting the net 
wide could I begin to understand 
my father’s story and the story I 
wanted to tell in the film.

The archival record proved vast, 
with the added challenge of 
accessing and digitizing obsolete 
recording media: a demo of original 
songs from the 1970s captured on 
reel-to-reel tape; the entire library 
of SVHS broadcast masters of my 
father’s mid-90s local public access 
music talk show; over one hundred 
hours of home movies—including 
my parents’ wedding, unseen since 
the early 1980s when the Polaroid 
Polavision camera-cum-projector 
it was captured on had stopped 
working. I had amassed nearly 500 
hours of visual material from which 
to cull into an 80-minute film.

From there, I approached 
post-production with surgical 
precisionith  with the help of a 
skilled editor. We defined our 
primary story beats and identified 
key protagonists who could take 
us through the film, and found 
a cadence that would take us 
between present-day, verité-shot 
footage to interviews and archival 
material that would propel the story 
through time. Close collaboration 
with an editor unattached to my 
family or even the music industry 
was critical to this process; it 
challenged me to look beyond my 
grief and sentimentality and craft 
the story from a more neutral, 
unbiased place.

That said, many tears were shed in 
the edit room and the process was 
difficult and heart wrenching at 
times. In the three years it took to 
make the film, I heard my father’s 
voice every day; the day we locked 
picture and shut down the suite, it 
nearly felt like I’d lost him all over 
again. The process of researching, 
discovering and telling his story 
connected me to my father in new 
and unexpected ways, and I felt 

an odd mix of excitement and 
vulnerability to finally screen the 
film.  

That moment, stepping on stage 
at the premiere to celebrate my 
father’s legacy with the music 
community he supported, 
galvanized and inspired, was 
a beautifully emblematic, full 
circle moment, and one which is 
especially precious to me in the 
strange, isolating pandemic times 
that followed. To echo the great 
composer Irving Berlin: “The song is 
ended but the melody lingers on.”

Tiffany Ellis (2006) is a 
documentary filmmaker and 
commercial producer based in 
Portland, Oregon. She has created 
short-form video and photography 
for clients around the world, 
including Nike, National Indigenous 
Television of Australia, Community 
Arts Network of Western Australia 
and the American Dance Festival.
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Originally from the Philadelphia 
area, I support losing sports teams 
(Go Birds!) and enjoy the occasional 
cheesesteak. Before Linacre, I 
double majored in Art History 
and History at Rutgers University, 
where I would later act as a visiting 
lecturer. In 2015, I matriculated into 
Oxford’s History of Art MSt program. 
After completing my master’s, 
I taught visiting high-school 
students an Art History course 

focusing on the collections housed 
at the Ashmolean Museum. I then 
returned to Philadelphia, interning 
at The Barnes Foundation, but 
it was curatorial work at the 
Guggenheim that brought me to 
New York. 

When the opportunity to work at 
Christie’s presented itself, I jumped 
on it. Although I found teaching 
and curatorial research rewarding, 

it lacked the sense of excitement 
and urgency exclusively found in 
the auction world. On my third day 
in the galleries, I saw Leonardo 
DiCaprio viewing a Francis Bacon 
triptych! And I instantly knew 
Christie’s is where I had to be. 
Quickly after starting at Christie’s, 
I realized our online consignment 
process needed improving. While 
competitors were boasting of an 
upwards of $55 million of yearly 
consignments from similar services, 
we were not even reaching half 
their totals. And so, for the last two 
years, I have managed consignment 
reviews from new clients – and we 
now overwhelmingly surpass our 
competitors’ offers!

As the Associate Valuer, I advise 
if a client’s property falls into a 
Christie’s selling category. For those 
of interest, I work with specialist 
departments to gather cataloguing 
notes required to conclude any 
estimation and consignment 
offer. Included in these reviews 
were works by Joan Mitchell, 
Matthew Wong, and KAWS – some 
heavy hitters that sold at auction 
and private sale. Every day, I am 
encouraged to stay curious - be 
it researching Abraham Lincoln’s 
judge's gavel or an Amoako Boafo 
portrait. 

Under The Hammer
A Life at Christie’s

Wayne Theibaud, Towelling Off
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A common question I get asked 
is: ‘What are the standards for 
valuing property?’ And the answer 
is: ‘It all depends!’ Every piece we 
consign is unique in its own right. 
When reviewing a new object, 
I’m thinking: ‘What makes this 
piece exceptional?’ Not just the 
artist/maker’s name impacts the 
value, but size, date, condition, 
provenance, exhibition history, etc. 
For example, musical instruments 
are not a typical item we sell and 
yet Louis Armstrong’s trumpet sold 
in our October 2020 Exceptional 
Auction, realizing a price triple its 
high estimate at $275,000.

Some stellar pieces have passed 
through the consignment system. 
Those sold in our 2021 May Evening 
sale top them all. The first was 
Alice Neel’s Dr Finger’s Waiting 
Room. It’s estimate, at $600,000 
-$800,000, was blown away. Neel 
realized $3,030,000 and broke the 
artist’s auction record. My favourite 
submission of all time was Wayne 
Theibaud’s Toweling Off, estimated 
at $1.2 million - $1.8 million, and 
realized $8,489,500. Needless to 
say, there are some exciting gems in 
these cold-call submissions. 

Nearing my fifth year at Christie’s, 
I am working on some exciting 
projects. The main project is 
an entirely new consignment 
application. During COVID, 
companies placed crucial emphasis 
on advancing technological 
platforms– and the auction world 
is no different. A redesign of our 
consignment application would 

allow for faster turn-around time 
for reviews, higher submission 
numbers, and would invariably lead 
to better consignments.

I have also forayed into the 
auctioneer world! As a Charity 
Auctioneer, I volunteer my 
time to sell vacations, artwork, 
and experiences for non-profit 
organizations. Charity auctions 
allow me to give back to the 
community with my (very niched) 
profession, and, I always love 
meeting new people. My last 
charity event I worked with one 
of my favourite Drag Queens, 
Jiggly Caliente! Christie’s formal 
auctioneer training is entirely 
different. I meet with the world’s 
leading auctioneers and practice 
selling masterpieces. I quickly 
learned that they make the job 
look easy! With practice and 
perseverance, I know I’ll be in the 
rostrum, gavel in hand, in no time.

Work at Christie’s is fast-paced, and 

I don’t always have a moment to 
stop and appreciate its magic. A 
few years ago, my colleague said he 
had a ‘surprise’ for me. In our vault, 
was an unframed oil painting by my 
favourite artist, Gustave Calliebotte. 
It’s composition was simple: a plate 
of peaches on a white tablecloth. 
It hung in our galleries and I would 
visit it regularly. As they do, the 
painting then sold and left our 
walls. Two years later, I visited the 
Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam. 
Upon entering the first gallery, 
what did I find hanging on the wall, 
but Gustave Calliebotte’s, ‘Plate 
of Peaches!’ Hundreds of visitors 
rushed around me as I stood still, 
smirked, and thought ‘…hello, 
old friend.’ And that is the essence 
of what we do at Christie’s. Even 
if for a brief moment, we are the 
fortunate caretakers of priceless 
objects, ensuring they find the 
perfect home. 

Diana Maddison (2015)

Gustave Calliebotte, Peaches
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Net Zero
Rarely has a term carried 
such responsibility for the 
future of the planet. 

Net zero has become a rallying cry 
from policy makers to academics, 
scientists and activists in climate 
change discourse. For many, 
securing a global net zero target 
through reducing emissions 
and enhancing carbon sinks is 
imperative to any hopes of limiting 
global warming to 1.5º C above pre-
industrial levels. So much so that the 
net zero target became the beating 
heart of Glasgow’s COP26 and a key 
goal that nations are urged to reach 
by mid-century.

So what exactly does net zero mean? 

We sat down with Professor Myles 
Allen (Director of Oxford Net Zero 
and a Fellow at Linacre), who was 
recently described as the “physicist 
behind net zero,” to find out. 
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As the ‘physicist behind net zero,’ 
can you explain what it means 
and the science behind it? 

The origin of the net zero phrase 
comes from understanding the 
carbon dioxide budget. Basically, 
you need net zero carbon dioxide 
emissions to stop carbon dioxide 
from causing global warming – 
which means every tonne of carbon 
dioxide put in the atmosphere has 
to be balanced by one tonne taken 
out.

The simplest way is to reduce 
emissions. And that’s the first 
priority.  But we also have to 
acknowledge that about 25% of 
the emissions that we currently 
generate are from processes or 
activities where it would probably 
make as much sense, if not more, 
to take the CO2 back out of the 
atmosphere, than to stop the 
activity in the first place.  For those 
activities, it generally makes the 
most sense to capture carbon 
dioxide at source. So for something 
like a cement plant, you can 
capture carbon dioxide as you 
generate it. For other activities, like 
flying, you can’t capture the carbon 
dioxide at source, so you’d have to 
recapture it from the atmosphere. 

In just recent years, net zero has 
become a concept that has held 
enormous influence in shaping 
climate change discourse and 
policy.  Why is it so important?

It’s remarkable how quickly it has 
been taken up. I attended COP15 in 
Doha, where I was presenting the 
net zero scientific results. This was 
before the IPCC (Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change) Fifth 
Assessment Report came out. And 
everybody was very skeptical. At 
the time it all sounded a bit radical. 

Up until then, 50 to 80% reductions 
were assumed to be the goal. 
Nobody was talking about net zero, 
certainly not at the COP level. And 
the fact that we went from that, 
in 2012, to the Paris Agreement in 
2015 acknowledging the need for 
net zero, was remarkable. 

Because that is what is going to take 
to stop global warming. Net zero. 
I think that’s probably the IPCC’s 
biggest achievement – the speed 
with which governments were able 
to take that new science on board.

concern is net zero becoming a sort 
of neo-colonial project where rich 
countries offshore their emissions 
to poor countries to mop up their 
CO2. That’s problematic on so 
many levels, particularly as the rich 
countries have produced all the CO2 
emissions. That’s got to change.  
And I think this is going to be one 
of the big geopolitical arguments 
over the next 30-40 years: What 
obligations do historical emitters 
have to compensate for the 
emissions of the new emitters? 

What are the biggest limitations 
of net zero targets? 

I think the current offsetting 
market is very misleading, because 

Net Zero

And it’s clearly taken such a 
central stage, especially in the 
recent COP26. How do you reflect 
on the results of COP26 in relation 
to net zero? 

The main news of COP26 is the 
world now has a goal of reaching 
net zero emissions between 2050-
70. It was India’s big announcement 
at the beginning of COP that kind 
of sealed it.  I would not have 
predicted that 10 years ago. So 
that’s good news, because you have 
governments acknowledging what 
they need to do. But it’s still fair to 
say that most of these long term 
mid-century net zero plans aren’t 
very specific. Governments haven’t 
been very clear on how they’re 

going to do it. And that’s why it’ll be 
challenging.

When we are thinking about 
shaping commitments to net zero, 
how can we incorporate climate 
justice and ensure there is an 
equitable transition in the Global 
South?

There’s a danger that achieving 
net zero might disadvantage 
already disadvantaged groups. 
One particular concern is the 
whole net zero conversation has 
very much been dominated by 
the Global North so far. Another 

There’s no point in 
achieving net zero in your 

own little bubble
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What advice would you give to 
the new generation of climate 
activists?

We live in an increasingly 
fragmented world with fragmented 
worldviews. There’s no point in 
achieving net zero in your own little 
bubble. So I do worry that a lot of 
net zero actions and policies are 
focused on, “I’m not going to be the 
one who causes dangerous climate 
change. My college is net zero, my 
company is net zero, my country 
is net zero. This is the rest of the 
world’s problem.” We can’t afford to 
think of this problem in that way. 

It’s not helping other people if 
we’re just offloading emissions 
onto them. I think what I would 
like activists to do is stop looking 
at their own activities nearly as 
much, but ask questions of how the 
things they’re buying can be made 
net zero, and as customers start 
demanding net zero goods from 

suppliers. And if those companies 
can’t provide net zero goods, 
go work for those companies. 
Why don’t we see more activists 
working for airlines and fossil fuel 
companies? Because when people 
say the fossil fuel companies can’t 
possibly be part of the solution, why 
shouldn’t they? They’re making 
so much money, they should fix it. 
We’re letting them off the hook by 
saying they shouldn’t be a part of 
the solution. Planning for net zero 
transitions involves changing what 
we do rather than changing what 
we use.

Joi Lee (2021) is an Emmy-
nominated journalist and multi-
media producer. Her past work 
has covered stories of the global 
south for Al Jazeera, Channel 
News Asia and Huff Post. She is 
currently completing her MSc 
in Environmental Change and 
Management at Oxford University 
(2021-2022).

it makes people think net zero is 
just a matter of paying to get rid of 
your CO2. ‘If you can afford to pay 
for somebody else to net out your 
emissions by offsetting, then you 
don’t need to worry about it.’ And 
that’s happening a lot. What that’s 
fueling in the big picture is the 
expropriation of cheap CO2 removal 
by wealthy first movers, which is 
problematic. On the one hand, it’s 
a good thing as it’s developing CO2 
removal, natural based solutions, 
and so on. But it’s a problem if there 
are solutions that are not available 
to people who really need them, 
or if they stop working because of 
climate change itself, which again, 
is a real risk.

Net zero targets are being set 
across so many different scales, 
from global, to national, local and 
institutional targets. What net 
zero targets are most useful? 

I think we spend too much time 
worrying about our own activities 
and not enough time demanding 
that our suppliers supply us with 
net zero products. People tend 
to think about net zero states, or 
net zero companies, or net zero 
countries, but what we should 
really be thinking about is net zero 
products. How do we make every 
product we use consistent with 
net zero, including petrol? That’s 
actually quite easy – much easier 
than trying to quantify whether a 
college is net zero, for example. 
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Centre for Eudaimonia 
and Human Flourishing
Generous funding from the 
Carlsberg and Pettit Foundations 
has allowed the establishment 
of a new Centre undertaking 
interdisciplinary research into 
Human Flourishing, Eudaimonia 
and the Life Well-Lived with a 
special focus on human brain 
dynamics through its link with 
Oxford’s Department of Psychiatry 
and Center for Music in the Brain at 
Aarhus University, Denmark.

Led by Professor Morten L 
Kringelbach, the Centre convenes 
and fosters an interdisciplinary 
team of neuroscientists, 
philosophers, psychologists, social 
scientists, physicists, biologists, 
anthropologists and artists. The 

Centre is based at Stoke House, a 
listed building in Old Headington 
recently acquired by the College. 
The collaborative goal is to clarify 
underlying psychological, cultural 
and philosophical issues and 
connect these discussions to 
contemporary investigation of the 
neural mechanisms of emotional 
and cognitive states. Currently, 
the Centre hosts over 20 members 
and the research teams use 
philosophical, anthropological and 
psychological analyses as well as 
precise neuroscientific paradigms 
in collaboration with international 
partners.

Every Tuesday at 2pm during 
term, the Centre hosts a hybrid 

interdisciplinary seminar, where the 
talks are recorded and can be found 
afterwards on the Centre website:
 http://hedonia.kringelbach.org

The Carlsberg Visiting Fellowship 
programme is closely linked 
to the Centre, and currently 
includes almost 20 new early 
career academics in many 
different disciplines; all of whom 
are Junior Research Fellows at 
Linacre. The total JRF count at 
the College is now well over 40, 
creating a wonderful community of 
researchers. 



Upcoming Events
We are hoping to expand our events programme over the next few 
years. Upcoming events will be listed in the electronic newsletters 
and on the College website. If you have any questions about our 
events please contact us on development@linacre.ox.ac.uk or 
+44(0) 1865 27671. 

A few dates for the diary: 
Gaudy (1972-81), 10-11th September 2022
Gaudy (1962-71), 9-10th September 2023


