
 
Minutes for C.R. Meeting 

29 October 2013, 7.30 p.m., Common Room. 

 

Meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m. 

 

 Corrections arising from last meeting (23/10/2013) 

Abdossalam Madkhali and Ross Wackett have submitted corrections. 

o Regarding this section in the minutes: “the cost is necessary, as although there are 

many free C.M.S.s available, Ross insisted on using this proprietary one as a 

condition for using the official Linacre domain name”: 

Salam has explained that Ross did not insist on using SnorkelCMS, rather Salam 

“assumed that he, in his IT manager capacity, would like that the same CMS system 

is used for both [the College and C.R. websites]”. 

Ross has submitted the following correction: “I am fully supportive of using a free 

CMS, or any suitable platform. The only requirement is that the system must be 

hosted within the University network and not by a 3rd party host. This is a 

University, not a College requirement for domains within .ox.ac.uk. I also offered 

free hosting within Linacre, and assistance with installing a new system”. 

o Salam would like to make it clear that the website proof doesn’t look good on 

mobiles due to the different aspect ratio (not the lower screen resolution as recorded 

in the minutes). 

 Recission of motion at last meeting for website funds (Abdossalam Madkhali and Dan 

Mullins) 
The motion at the last meeting for £260 to complete the C.R. website redesign, plus a £360 

contingency fund for further unexpected costs, has been rescinded, because it is no longer 

possible to fulfil the received quote.  

Salam met with Ross Wackett the day after the meeting, and according to Ross, “The £260 

was a figure quoted back in July to create a template for SnorkelCMS from the design 

supplied by Tommy. As the product has now been retired, it is not an option to go that 

route”. 

If Salam and Tommy need further funding they have been advised to prepare a motion 

including detailed, itemized expenditure and the objectives associated with each, and present 

it at the next C.R. meeting. Also, they have been notified that there is a 12-24 month plan to 

redesign and relaunch the entire Linacre website, so future activity on the C.R. website 

infrastructure should aim to complement the new system.  

Since meeting with Ross, Tommy has started investigating use of Wordpress (an open source 

C.M.S.). 

 Common room budget (Sezgi Goksan) 

 2012/13 Common Room and Recreation finances are reviewed & 2013/14 Common Room 

and Recreation budget discussed. 

o Sezgi noted that there is a surplus from last year’s budget of £2931 and the common 

room are encouraged to bring ideas for spending this surplus money to the next common 

room meeting. Last year’s surplus was successfully used to purchase a brand new sound 

system that is currently used for all Bops and Parties. 



o Notes on the new budget: 

o After a Finance meeting in Trinity term 2013, the Finance committee (including 

the common room President, Treasurer and Sports Secretary) agreed that the 

common room are no longer required to contribute £1000 a year to the CR 

Refurbishment fund. This fund was used this year for redecorating the common 

room however the college feel that such costs should not need to be paid by the 

common room. The college agree to ensure sufficient discussion with all 

members of the common room before carrying out any new refurbishment. 

o Most costs within the common room budget are fixed costs such as Messenger 

services, newspapers and magazines and our subscription to OUSU. There is a 

substantial amount of surplus this year however Sezgi stressed that she felt this 

surplus would be best saved to be used when forming new clubs and societies 

and funding requests from members of the common room over the upcoming 

financial year. 

 

 Two Requests are voted on during the meeting: 
o Allotment Society (Roya Haghighat-Khah) 

Request to increase the requested budget from £150 to £250 for planting of new 

trees, gardening equipment (pruning shears, etc.) and materials (seeds, fertiliser, 

etc.). Budget increase will allow society to remain active during normally closed 

periods (outside of term time). 

In favour: 23 

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

Motion passes without quorum. 

o Photography Society (Abdossalam Madkhali) 

Requests £150 to run “photo studio” events and £300 to purchase a new camera lens 

(make/model not specified). 

In favour: 13 

Against: 0 

Abstain: 7 

Motion passes without quorum. 

 Motion to approve budget. 

 In favour: 21 

 Against: 0 

 Abstain: 0 

 Motion passes without quorum. 

 Any other business 
None. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8.41 p.m. 


